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: Possessing neither great oratorical talents, or 
'V the confidence neceflary for difplaying fuch as I hav£ 
to advantage in a public affembly* I generally con r 
tent myftlf with liftening to the arguments of others, 

* without attempting to obtrude my own into the de- 
" bate; and as i am as little ambitious-to fee my own 
^ performances in print, as to hear the found of my 
~ own voice in the Hbufe of Commons, when I have 
given my vote agreeable to the convidtion of my own 
mind, I trufl to the intrinfic propriety of the meafure* 
for my juftification with my condiments. That I now 
depart from this lin£ of conduft, and fubmit to the 
public confideratioii, the re&fons which induced me to 
; give my negative to die refolution propounded by 
Mr. Wiiberforce, for prohibiting the importation or 
African negroes into the Britiib colonies* is owing to 
the general prejudice which, 1 /find, is entertained 
. againft the African trade, and the heavy charges of 
injuftice, cruelty, robbery, and even murder itfelf* 
which are fo emphatically imputed to all thofe whpf© 
unfeeling hearts or impenetrable heads are fuid to have 
:> led them to oppofe that philanthropic refolution. 

* TW 
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The principles upon which Mr, Wilberforce’s ori¬ 
ginal morion, in 1788, was founded, were, as I well 
rememberj the inconfiftency of a ftate of ilavery with 
the natural rights of man, the dictates of natural reli¬ 
gion, and the precepts of Chriftianity; all of which, 
• with one voice, declared men to be born equal, and 
held in abhorrence the idea of perfonal fubordination* 
Thefe principles, were, however, dcferted at the very 
outfet of the late debate, when it was declared, that 
the negroes now in the colonies were not meant to be 
emancipated, that nothing more was intended than 
the preventing the natives of Africa from being 
brought there. The people of Africa were, there¬ 
fore, alone the objefts of all the philanthropy of the 
meafure; and in excufe for this defertion of the 
Creoles, it was faid that men, brought up in a ftate of 
Ilavery, were incapable of freedom, and the appofitc 
firnile of the eye, long accuftomed to darknefs, fuffer- 
ingby the fudden admiflion of light, was brought to 
illuftrate the pofition, that the Creole negroes, or 
thofe which are born in the colonies, are lefs fitted for 
the enjoyment of freedom than the natives of Africa. 
This ingenious apology for abandoning the general 
philanthropic principles which were fet out with, has 
an excellence in its compofition which was not deve¬ 
loped in the debate, an excellence which does not ge¬ 
nerally belong to the arguments of great orators; for 
it will ferve better next year than it does this, and it 
will gather ftrength like a (now-ball by the lapfe of 
time; for if the Creole children of the Africans are 
lefs capable of freedom than their parents, their chil¬ 
dren of courfe will be (till more incapable of it; and 
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as they will degenerate with every generation, they 
will of courfe become lets and lefs worthy of eman¬ 
cipation. But hoplefs and abandoned as is the 
cafe of the Creole negroes, and unworthy as they mult 
continue to be of the attention of our philanthropes, 
how comes it to pafs that they have likewife aban¬ 
doned the very objects which firft excited their hu¬ 
manity ? The very fufferers whofe caufe they under¬ 
took—the wretched victims of this execrable commerce 
—the natives of Africa noiv in our colonies —for it was 
thefe, or the furvivors of them, who have been kid¬ 
napped, and torn from their families and their coun¬ 
try ; it was thefe who have pafled through all the 
horrors of the middle paflage; it was thefe who, it is 
faid, are now lamenting, in bonds and mifery in our 
iflands, the lofs of all their tender connections in 
their own country—their dignity of rank and ftation 
—the confolations of friendfliip—the fweet effufions 
of enlightened minds—the exalted fentiments of 
freedom and virtue—that ctlum cunr dignitate> the re¬ 
ward of fplendid public fervices, fuch as the great 
General**, who, we were told, had been dreaming of 
upon his paffage. No excufe was made for this aban¬ 
donment but that, by prohibiting the farther impor¬ 
tation of others into the Colonies, the condition of 
thofe already there would be mended, as the planter, 
finding h t could have no frefh fupply, would be 
more careful of thofe he had, and more attentive to 
their progeny, as he could have no other refource to 
iiicreafe his dock. This mode of reafoning, fo fpeei- 

* See Mr. pox’s fpecch. 
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pious in fpeculation, we all know from experience, to 
be unfounded in fad;; for whenever labourers are 
fcarce in any part of this country, it is the general 
praftice of farmers to exad: more work from their hired 
Servants than when labourers are readily procured ; 
and we alfo know that apprentices are much more 
feverely treated by mailers who cannot afford to hire 
journeymen, than by thofe who can and do hire 
them; and all complaints of cruelty and ill ufage to 
apprentices ar e found to he againft "matters-. in indigent 
circumflances,- and confequently fuch who are mott 
in want of the labour of their apprentices; for the 
truth is, men in all countriee ad more from the itiir i 
pulfe of prefent heceffity, than the fober deductions 
of reafpn: and from the accounts colleded from 
thofe who havo had the heft opportunities of know¬ 
ing what paffes in the Wefc Indies, it appears that 
the opulent planters treat their negroes with more 
humanity and indulgence than the,inferior and dif- 
treffed fhew to theirs; and as the new adventurers 
and the fmall planters, who have more lands than 
their prefent hands can cultivate, are thofe who 
mod \yant a fupply of new negroes, the debarring 
them of . that fupply would be the occalion of their. 
working thofe they have more feverely, and the fame 
caufe, vig. the paucity of hands, which would drive 
them to do fo, would a fortiori prevent them fparing 
the labour of thofe they have to attend to the rearing 
young ones. Nor has the importation of negroes 
from Africa prevented the increafe of Creole ne¬ 
groes ; for it was fully proved by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in his very able and accurate calcu¬ 
lation 
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lation of the decreafe of the proportion between the 
births and deaths in Jamaica in the lafl: twenty years, 
that it gradually diminifhed as the flock of Africans 
augmented, which within the twenty years, he 
Ihewed had been increafed from 110,000 to 245,000; 
and upon that data he founded his argument, that, 
the prefent, flock of negroes in that ifland would be 
kept up by the natural increafe, the births being equal 
to the deaths; ;and from thence concluded that no 
farther importation was neceffary, 

I fully acquiefced in his premifes, and in the infer¬ 
ences he dre w from them ; and had he fliewn that the 
iflands of Jamaica, Dominica, St. Vincent, and Gre¬ 
nada, are fully cultivated, or that the farther increafe 
of the Wefl-lndia produds would not be beneficial 
to the empire, I fhould have given my vote for the 
prohibition on thofe grounds; but that not having 
been done, as, indeed, it was impoffible to do it, I 
was fed to confider the vaft increafe in the importa¬ 
tion thefe lafl twenty years, as a proof that they were 
beneficially employed, while the Creole births in¬ 
creafed alfo; fo that the propofed prohibition of far¬ 
ther importations could not be fhewn to ferve or be¬ 
nefit in any way the negroes already in the colonies ; 
but, on the contrary, would be as injurious to them, 
as it would be disadvantageous to the nation at large, 
and to the individuals interefted in the colonies, or in 
die trade with them. The fuppofition fo confidently 
relied on, that the planters preferred the purchafe of 
new negroes to rearing Creoles, as cheaper , w f as unfup- 
ported by any fads, but, on the contrary, was, in my 
apprehenfion, fully confuted by the very evidence pro¬ 
duced 
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duced in fupport of the prohibition; for, befides the 
proofs which I have already adverted to as ftated 
by Mr. Pitt (which go direftly to the denial of 
the charge) inafmuch as by (hewing that the plan¬ 
ters in Jamaica have been increafing their (lock by 
the importation of more than double the number 
they were poffeffed of twenty years ago, and that the 
Creoles born have increafed in a greater propor¬ 
tion than they had before done, when the numbers 
imported were fo much lefs; and by afferting that 
every Creole-born negro is worth two natives of 
Africa of the fame age, and that one half of the Afri¬ 
cans die after they are purchafed, without doing the 
planter any fervice, they made it out to be now the 
intereft of the planters in a very high degree indeed 
to rear Creoles rather than to purchafe Africans; for 
it is well known that the price of an African negroe 
has been, upon an average of fome years paft, about 
40I. Sterling; and if one half of thofe that are pur¬ 
chafed die in the feafoning, every effective African 
negroe {lands the planter in Sol. ; and as every Creole 
born is allowed to be worth two Africans, each of 
them muft, by this ftatement, be worth to the planter 
160L With what fhadow of juftice then can it bt 
charged upon the planter that he prefers the purchafe 
of African negroes to the rearing of Creoles as the 
cheapejt mode of increafing his flock ? No proof, 
however, as I obferved, was attempted to be given of 
the planter’s averfion to the rearing Creoles; but it 
was faid by way of implication, that if the farmers in 
certain counties in England did not breed horfes, it 
niight naturally be concluded that they found it more 

foP 
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for their intereft to purchafe them from other coun¬ 
tries* But furely that cafe does not apply to the Weft* 
India planter and his negroes ? for in order to breed 
horfes, ftuds of brood mares mud be kept for the 
purpofe—But is it to be expe&ed that the planters 
Ihould keep feragltos of female negroes in order to 
raife young creoles ? The farmers in thofe countries 
where breeding would be inconvenient, we know, 
fometimes ring or fpay their female cattle and hogs to 
prevent their breeding; but among all the calumnies 
fo illiberally thrown upon the Weft-India planters, no 
fuch practices have been imputed to them refpedting 
their female negroes; on the contrary, they have been 
charged with allowing them too free an intercourfe 
with the men. Upon the whole, then, I think I am 
perfectly well authorized to repeat the affertion I fee 
out with, that the principles upon which the original 
motion was founded were abandoned , by confining the 
refolution to the prevention of the farther importation 
of African negroes into the Colonies: and as I judged 
that to be the cafe, I felt myfelf at liberty to take up 
the confideration of the propofition as a public mea - 
Jure, in which the general interefts of the nation, as 
well as thofe of many individuals, together with the 
facred rules of juftice and humanity to a foreign peo¬ 
ple, were involved; and I mall now proceed to the 
examination of the arguments which were adduced 
in fupport of the refolution, as they refpedt the na¬ 
tives of Africa, who were the fubjedt of it. But here 
again the principles of philanthropy, which were the 
avowed motives of the Original motion, appeared to 
me to be as much abandoned, in refpedt to the ne¬ 
groes 
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groes in Afrita, as I flatter rilyfelf I have fliewii 
they were in refped to the negroes in our Colo¬ 
nies. For the rcfolntion did not propofe to pro¬ 
hibit Britifli fubje&s from purchafing negroes on 
the coafl of Africa, or Britifli fhips from taking 
them on board, but to prevent their being carried to 
the Britijh Colonies; fo that if the French or Spa¬ 
niards defiled us to procure negroes for them, we 
were left at full liberty to do fo, and to pra&ife all 
the aits of kidnapping, and to exercife ail the cruel¬ 
ties and barbarities we were told have been pra&ifed 
in procuring flaves, and alfo to continue the horrors 
of tranfporting them in our (hips, and the wade and 
deftru&ion of our teamen that manned them, and 
(provided oar ozvn Colonies were not cultivated , or their 
produBs increafcd by their labour *) We might with im¬ 
punity lend our confcicnc.es to other nations to qffijl them 
in the improvement of their Colonies . And as it was; 
cojifeffed that no foreign (late entertained the idea of 
prohibiting the importation of negroes into their Co¬ 
lonies, but that fome of them, on the contrary, encou¬ 
raged it by the grant of bounties, it vvas highly pro¬ 
bable that our people and {hips would have been fo 
employed; and as there is abundant fpace in the 
French and Spanifli Colonies to extend their cultiva¬ 
tion of Weft-India produds to the fupply of the con- 
fumption of the w r hole world, their demand for ne¬ 
groes would probably have been iftcreafed in the 
fame degree as ours was diminiflied; and the fame 
number of Africans woufld continue to be kidnapped 
and tranfported acrofs the Atlantic as hitherto, white 
our only confolation for haying thus promoted the 
4 trade* 
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trade, and increafed the (hipping of other nations it 
the expence of our own, would be the confcioufncfs 
of our deriving no public benefit by the iniquitous bit- 
frnefs we afiifted other nations in carrying on. That 
ccnjtderation , however, I own, did not overbalance, 
in my mind, the mifehiefs to be apprehended from the 
increafeof the trade and navigation of other nations, 
and the diminution of our own, and efpecially as a 
confidcrable abatement was to be made from the phi¬ 
lanthropy of the refolution, on account of the want of 
thofe regulations which it is in the power of the Bri- 
tiih government to make, as well refpedting the mode 
of procuring the negroes as in their tranfportation, 
zvbile the trade continued in our hands , but which 
could neither be made nor enforced were we to carry 
it on for others . I therefore concluded that, on all 
accounts, it would be better to regulate than to pro¬ 
hibit the procuring negroes for our colonies. 

Whether the African princes, ftates, or individuals, 
can acquire frich a property in their fellow creatures as 
to give them a right to fell them into perpetual fervi- 
tude, is a queflion I leave for the difeuffion of Civi¬ 
lians and Divines ! The practice of mankind from 
the earlieft ages of the world, is certainly in favour of 
the fuppoficioh that they can; and the heads of the 
church of England have cither direftly admitted it, 
or tacitly allowed it, in fevered inftances, as well in as 
out of Parliament* 1 ; and it being well known that 
the Africans fold one another long before we traded 

* Sec Mr. Knox's Letter to Mr. V."ill: erforce, with the paper* 
annexed to it. 
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to that country, and that they do now fell one anotlief 
to other European traders, being alfo an eftabliflied 
fad, I conceive the queftion, with refped to the trade 
itfclf, is reduced to this fingle confideration, viz. Is 
ir, or is it not, proper for the people of Great Britain 
to take a fliare in a trade carried on by other nations 
from the earlieft ages of the world, and which other 
nations do and will continue to carry on, whether we 
partake in it or not ? The principle upon which I 
decided this queftion, in my own breaft, was this a 
That it is in our power to render the condition of the 
African negro much more comfortable by purchafing 
and tranfporting him to our colonies, than it now is, 
or than it is in our power to render it in Africa. 
Enough is known of the condition of the negroes in 
Africa to fatisfy the mod fcrupulous that they are there 
confidered and treated as the abfolute property of their 
princes or great men ; that they are without inftruc- 
tion of any kind ; that they poflefiv, in general, fcarcc. 
any charadteriftic, except their outward fhape and 
fpeech, which ditlingirfliea men from the inferior 
animals. To remove them, therefore, to an enlight¬ 
ened country, and in recompence for their moderate 
labour to teach them to know and worfliip the Su¬ 
preme Being, and to open to them the facred depofi- 
tories of his will, and of the morions rewards he has 
promifed to confer on thofe who do it, is fureiy to be¬ 
nefit them. And, therefore, as I could not deem the 
principle of the trade repugnant to the Jaws of huma¬ 
nity or religion, I freely confented to its continuance, 
in the hope and confidence, however, that finch regu¬ 
lations would be made asthould have the effect, in a 
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<good degree, to correct the abufes complained of; 
and I was the more confirmed in this opinion and 
hope by the inftances of abufe which were ftated to 
have happened, as well upon the coafl of Africa, as 
in the middle paflage, and in our colonies; the two 
latter of which it is evidently in our own power to 
correCt; and, indeed, much has been done already 
towards it; and if our power does not extend, (as it 
certainly does not), to regulate the mode of procuring 
ilaves throughout the interior of Africa, it is ftill lefs 
competent to .put an entire flop to it. The abufes, 
however, on the coafl; of Africa, which have been fo 
much amplified, are filch as it is in the power of Par¬ 
liament to correct in a good degree; and it was both 
cruel and •utijuft to impute Juch abufes to the mer¬ 
chants and planters as they had not , and Parliament 
■had the power to prevent or punifh. The cognizance 
of all crimes committed upon the high Teas certainly 
belongs to our criminal Court of Admiralty ; and it 
was the fault of Admiruftration that the Captain, 
whofe murder of an infant on board his fhip was fo 
pathetically deferibed, was not punifhed as a felon; 
nor is it yer too lace to bring him to jufiice, if he be liv¬ 
ing ; and if the kidnapping of Africans be not an of¬ 
fence cognizable by any of our laws now in being, it 
Purely may be made fo, and the offenders punifhed 
upon their return to England. The correction of the 
abufes complained of in our colonies belongs to their 
feveral legiflatures, fome of whom have already gone 
a great way towards it; and there is no doubt but that, 
upon proper recommendation, the others will do the 
fame; and that which I conceive to be the proper ob- 
c 2 jedt 
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ject of our philanthropy, the bettering the condition of 
the African negroes and their progeny , as well in rejpeft 
to temporals as fpirituals i by their removal to our colo¬ 
nies, will be obtained ; whereas I havefhewn, that the 
refolution propofed would have anfw-ered no benevo¬ 
lent or beneficial purpofe whatever; and therefore I 
trull that my fell, and all thofe who joined with me in 
giving it a negative, will, upon a candid confidera- 
tion of the redons I have adduced, Hand acquitted of 
the heavy charges which have been laid againft us; 
and if thofe prejudices are difpelled, I may flatter my- 
felf with obtaining a fair hearing to fych reafons of 
policy as had a feeondary influence upon my condtidl 
that night. The firfl of thofe which I fhall mention 
is, the danger of alienating the affections of our fub- 
jeds in the colonics by the liarfh means which muft 
have been employed to carry an act for the purpofe 
into execution, 1 know, indeed, it was on a former 
day properly and manfully faid, that means were not 
wanting to Government to enforce obedience to its 
laws in all parts of the Britilh dominions; but I am 
old enough to remember to have heard it alfo faid in 
the fame place, not many years fince, that if the 
North-American colonies fhoulcl make a nail or a 
horfefhoe, their ports fliould be filled with fhips, and 
their towns with troops ; and yet I have lived to fee 
all thofe colonies not only make nails and horfefhoes, 
but military weapons alfo, and point them at the 
breafls of the King and Parliament of Great Britain 
with fuccefs. 

The prohibitory aCl, to be cffedual, muft have 
?nade all Britilh and Irifli, and Brfciih-cclony fhips, 
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liable to feizure, if found with negroes on board in 
any port of the Britifh Colonies. Now the laws of 
the Colonies veft the property of negroes in their 
owners ; and thofe laws extend their operation to the 
utmoft limits of the feveral colonies; and 1 well 
know, (and if Minifters do not know it, their go¬ 
vernors are highly culpable for not informing them 
of it,) that every colony deems its own legifiature the 
only authority that can make laws within the limits ©f 
their refpeetive jurifdiftions ; and were an aft of 
Parliament to enaft any thing contrary to a law of the 
Colony, it would be deemed of no force within that 
Colony. The aft, therefore, which fiiould direft a 
cuftom houfe officer to feize any Britifh fhip, having 
negroes on board belonging 10 perfons refiding in 
fuch Colony, would be oppofed and refilled, and as 
every Colony would make a common caufe of it; all 
the troops and (hips cf Great Britain would be found 
wanting to compel fnbmimon, vddeh at latl could not 
be eflcftcd, c\a n if no o; her power interfeivd, with¬ 
out the deliruchmi ot the Colour .s. Anotlu.r. embar- 
raffing, though leis dnpg- rous emeu rn dance, would 
have arifen out of the fbertr wb.rh it wo • admitted, 
ought in jullice to be allowed to the rmwchr.fcrs of 
lands in the Ceded Glands, to provide rhcmfdvcs 
with, negroes, to enable them n comply with the 
conditions ot cultivation and improvement, they were 
bound to perform in a limited dmc, under pain of for¬ 
feiture ot the lends thav had ourchafed r for fo lon^* 

•> i. - t> 

as this indulgence continued, :t would he very much 
the 1 ault of mafic;s of ihips, warn neuyecs on board, 
if they tuhjefted their cargoes to feizure upon trie 

high 
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high feas to the windward of any of thofe iflands, as 
they would only have to declare that they were bound 
for the om to leeward of them* And frefh difficul¬ 
ties would h ve a: if n in fram’ng claufes for prevent¬ 
ing thmr re-exportation to the other colonies, after 
being landed in any of thofe iflands, or their importa¬ 
tion from ih ;n 'c into any of the other.Colonies* But 
befides, as in order to render the prohibition effectual 
provifion mu ft have been made in the aft to prevent 
the punch ale of negroes at any of the Biitifh fettle- 
meats on the coall of Africa, and al'b to prohibit the 
exportation thither of any of thofe articles vvhich are 
ufed in the purchafe of them, another fleet and army 
muft have been font to the coail of Africa; and at 
the fame time it would probably have been found 
neceflary to increafe the military cfhblifhment at 
home *"0 keep things quiet here. Such were the im¬ 
pending evils which, it appears, the majority on the 
15th inftant preferved the nation from by their rejec¬ 
tion of Mr. Wiiberforce’s motion. I am, however, 
far from imputing to the eloquent leaders, in this 
unadvifed bufinefs, any intention of involving this 
country in fuch calamities; for I really believe they 
were not forefeen by them, as great prefcience is fcl- 
dom found attached to the mod fplendid talents; 
nor, perhaps, would any of thefe mifehiefs have actu¬ 
ally befallen the country, even if a bill, founded upon 
the refolution, had palled the Houfe of Commons, as 
I am perfuaded the great and diftingu lhed charac¬ 
ters in the Upper Houfe, to whom the nation loofs 
up with confidence of protection, would not h v fuf- 
fered their country to be involved in fuch calami¬ 


ties 
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ties by a moft wanton and unprovoked attack upon’ 
the unoffending* peaceable colonies, and at a time 
too when the nation was fmarting under the wounds 
which it had received in an unflxcefshil conteft 
with its former colonies. But then, in that cafe, an 
evil I deprecate almoft as much as any of the others, 
(a rupture of the prefent Adminiftration,) might have 
followed the rejedion of the bill in the Lords. Every 
well-wiflier, therefore, to the peace and profperity of 
the empire, and to the continuance of the prefent Ad* 
miniftration, muft applaud the vote I gave; and I 
truft there is wifdom enough in the country to pre¬ 
vent the neeeffity of my repeating it at any future 
period. 

In order to (hew that I had good grounds for the 
opinion I formed and aded upon, viz. “ That the 
Cl condition of the African negroes and their pro- 
geny may be bettered, as well in refpeft to tempo- 
“ rals as fpirituals, by their removal to our colo- 
Ci nies,” I here fubjoin Ext rads from the evidence 
of feme of the belt known and moft refpcdable cha* 
raders which were before Mr. Wilberforce’s Com¬ 
mittee, as it has been abridged and published under 
diredion of the fociety for abolilhing the fLve trade, 
and cannot therefore be fuppofed to be too favour¬ 
ably ftated. 

Witnefs examined —JOHN BARNES, Efq. 

I was Governor of Senegal from 1763 to 1766^ 
Thirteen years in Africa. There have been ftaves in 
all Africa as far back as he has heard of; they be¬ 
came 
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eome fo by capture in war (not a great proportion) 
by conviftion for theft, murder, adultery, withcraft } 
alfo for debt. He has been told of many by gamb¬ 
ling. Polygamy univerfally allowed. Witchcraft 
frequently charged ; the trial always full and fair be¬ 
fore the elders of the town. Underftood principals 
were put to death, reft of the family made flaves. 
Does not believe that crimes fhould have been im¬ 
puted from the fairnefs and opennefs of the trial. Per- 
fons convidted generally fold for the benefit of the 
party injured. 

Never heard of princes going to war or breaking- 
up villages to make flaves. Make war there as in 
other countries. If prifoners cannot ranfom them- 
fclvcs, muft be fold. Never knew of kidnapping by 
blacks; is confident it would not pafs unpunifhed.. 
People in the country poflefs Haves, fome an incredi¬ 
ble number. Believes they have not any power over 
their lives, except prifoners of war in the adt of cap- 
■ ture. Great numbers brought by Have merchants 
from interior parts. Much trade in flaves to North 
Barbary and Egypt. Neighbourhood of coafis and 
rivers extremely populous. War is very little dc- 
fiructive, as he always underftood from the natives. 
Senegal furnilhes from 1000 to 1400 Haves. Be- 
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and Egypt; no attempt was made to fet them a£ 
work. The Have trade always carried on openly be¬ 
tween (hips and the natives. The people of North 
Barbary come and buy flaves, and carry them back a 
didance of ten degrees. The African owner holds 
one defcription of flaves as merchandize; another, 
the domeflic, he cannot fell but for crimes. 

Witnefs examined .—RICHARD MILLS, Efq. 

Was eighteen years and an half in the Company’s 
fervice on the gold coaft, from 1765 to 1784. For 
the fir ft ten years commanded at mod of the fubor- 
dinate pofts; for the laft feven lived at Cape Coaft 
Cattle, and commanded the whole. Was abfent 
about twenty*fix months of that time. 

Gold Coaft extends from Cape La Hoa to the river 
Volta about 400 miles. 

Had been at Senegal, Goree, Gambia, and Sierra 
Leone. 

Lhxlerftood the Gold-Coaft language perfectly. 
His evidence confined to the water fide; knows no¬ 
thing of the interior country, except once when he 
was twenty miles inland ; does not believe he was 
ever five miles from the Coaft. 

The Gold Coaft generally petty dates; knows but 
of one defpotic monarchy there, at Apoilonia, which 
might be eight or ten miles of Coaft. 

Believes flavery has been pradifed in thofe coun¬ 
tries for centuries. 

The Fantees on the waterfide provide one fourth 
of the flaves purchafed by us on the Gold Coaft; the 
x> other 
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other three-fourth from inland, believes the whole 
from feven to eight thoufand. 

Slaves fold by black brokers to Europeans. 

They are made fiaves for thefr, debt, adultery, and 
witchcraft; they have as fair trials according to the 
laws as elfewhere. Trials for witchcraft are generally 
in the night; but from generally feeing all fatisfied, 
except the culprits, concludes the trials fair. 

Convi&s fold for the benefit of the injured ; has 
known thoufands of debtors fold for the benefit of 
creditors. 

Does not know he ever heard the word kidnapping 
mentioned out of this country. It cannot be prac- 
tifed to any extent without certain deteftion, for the 
natives have one general language, and the brokers 
have daily intercourfe with the (hipping : hence a 
kidnapped flave on board would tell his cafe to the 
brokers, who, from intereft and regard to the laws, 
would find out the offender. 

Has no doubt human facrifees are generally prac- 
tifcd ; has had ocular proof of it; many thou¬ 
fands are facrificed at great men’s funerals, to which 
fuch facrifk.es arc chiefly confined; every one who 
knows the language knows this to be general. 

While he ..was there, the Dutch, Danes, and Portu* 
guefe, a few French, and a very confiderable number 
of Americans, traded for fiaves. The French had 
then no fcttlement there; underftands they now 
have, or are building one ; but their trade there is 
now confiderable, not with the natives, ,but with our 
(hips. The Americans traded very confiderably on 
that coaft on the firft going and till the war. Under- 

4 ftands 
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ftands that they have taken it up again, and that (e- 
vc-ral of their fhips are now there chiefly from Bofton ; 
but he doubts not they will foon have fhips from 
other ports. 

Not one in an hundred of the Haves exported are 
natives of Apollonia. The late King took more 
pleafure in killing than felling his flavcs : he was a 
great warrior and monfter; he was many years at war 
with the Dutch, who attempted to take his country, 
which he ceded to us in 1765. Believes many thou- 
fands were loft on both fides. 

They have.no punifhment that he knows of but 
death and flavery. * 

It often happens that one Have, in a lot of eight or 
ten, is refufed for fome little defedt, though other- 
wife ftrong. He has generally found fuch importu¬ 
nate to be bought, and endeavouring to (hew himfelf 
as capable of labour as the reft. Generally nine 
tenths of all he has bought feemed pleafed at ex¬ 
changing black for white matters. Believes their 
joy arifes from removing from a fituation where they 
think their lives in danger from being fubfervient to 
their matters will. Matters put flaves to death in 
their rites, and probably in cafes unknown to Euro¬ 
peans. He cannot fpeak to th$ caufe fo well as to 
the fadt. 


Captain WILLIAM MACINTOSH examined. 

Was from early in 1762 to June 1762 as midfhip- 
man and Captain’s clerk of a King’s veflei at Senegal 
to defend the river’s mouth. 
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When in the King's floop he often went into the 
country feveral days at a time, and once walked from 
Senegal to Goree and back, (ferried acrofs to Goree) 
always heard that, on the coaft of Senegal particu¬ 
larly, flaves were made for crimes, but moft of them 
came down the river from Inland, Never heard of 
villages in that country being pillaged to procure 
flaves i certainly never heard of their being kid¬ 
napped by the natives; has heard of their being kid¬ 
napped by Europeans; but no man ever told him he 
faw it; never knew it happen. 

In 1788 he was there a tingle (hip when the war 
had flopped the flave trade, and he withed to reduce 
the price. He reafoned with them about the folly of 
keeping it up when there was likely to be no buyer. 
Afked a chief what he would do with his flaves then, 
obferving that he muft let them go again (meaning 
prifoners of war). The Chief replied, What! lei* 
€i them go again to kill me again ?” And in fhort, 
he gave me to underftand that they would put them 
to death. 

Ships from that coaft always fail in the day, gene¬ 
rally in the morning. Signals perfectly underftood by 
the natives; are made feveral days before failing. 

Has had no connection with the African trade thefe 
ten years, nor likely ever to have any. 

Never beard of fending boats to feduce boys and 
other people in order to make flaves of them. 

JEROME BARNARD WEUVES, Efq. examined. 

Was fourteen years in Africa, chiefly as Governor 
of mpfl: of the Britifh forts on the Gold Goaft; left it 


more 
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more than five years ago; underftood the language 
as well as mod Europeans. 

That country is divided into petty dates. At Ana- 
maboe there is a King ; at other parts, pynims and 
elders, and cabilhers above them. 

From Suecundee to Accra is the Fantee country* 
Slaves are the greateft part of their wealth. There are 
bom flaves and purchafed Haves; a born Have can- 
not be fold, but for a crime, they are tried by Judges 
of their own clan, (i.e. Haves belonging to, and in¬ 
herited by, one man) ; the punifhment generally Ha- 
very. They are made flaves for theft, adultery, and 
withcraft, and from gaming themfelves away. For 
thefe crimes freemen are aifo made flaves. 

Criminals fold for the benefit of the injured. Free¬ 
men are tried by the pynims, who wear a peculiar 
ftraw hat, and who meet in the market place, if there 
is no palaver houfe (an open court of juftice), and try 
them openly. Believes the Judges either of a free or 
Have criminal receive no reward. 

Gamefters become flaves by throwing dice; there 
is no trial, they furrender themfelves ; but gaming is 
not frequent on the Gold Coaft. 

Believes there is a trial for witchcraft, but never faw 
one. He once bought a family of nine, (neither of 
the fuperior nor inferior clafs), one of whom only 
had been accufed of witchcraft. The whole town 
came to fee them fairly off the beach. Hence infers 
they had a fair trial. Witchcraft certainly involves 
the whole family (who are always extirpated without 
regard to perfons). 

Fancies from 6 to 8000, perhaps more, flaves are 

yearly 
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yearly exported from the Gold Coaft; dares fay above 
two thirds by the Englifh, the reft by tile Dutch and 
Danes. 

There was no war while he was there; is certain 
the natives of the Gold Coaft fold in that time were 
not prifoners of war, but merely criminals. 

Knows nothing of kidnapping; is fure it would be 
impracticable. Canoe men being natives, it would 
be impoflible to get oft" kidnapped haves without be¬ 
ing known. No Captain would rifk his trade by 
taking off any perfon unlawfully. 

Ships before they can trade muft pay cuftoms. The 
King fends down elders to receive his cuftoms and 
their own ; then three, live, or (even guns, are fired, 
and the enfign hoifted to fliew that the fhip may trade. 
Scarce a day pafles but black brokers come and fleep 
on board at pleafure to fee the trade properly carried 
on. Hence a perfon wrongfully feized would cer¬ 
tainly be able to convey his complaints on fhore. He 
hardly knows a trade more fairly carried on; the 
black broker or flave’s owner has the choice of the 
goods; if they fukhim, he fells the flave ; if not, lie 
takes him away. 

Never heard of breaking up villages to make 
flaves; nothing of the kind exifted in the fourteen 
years he was there. Has heard the natives fay there 
was want of Haves during inland wars. 

A great many, perhaps one half, or two thirds, of 
the flaves fent from the Gold Coaft come from far in- 
land. The black brokers told him they go three, 
four, or five days journey to a market inland, to which 
flaves are brought by more, inland brokers, and fo 

from 
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from many more inland brokers. He judges fucft. 
ilaves to be of various tribes (from the different mode' 
of marking their bodies, fome filing their teeth, above 
all, their different languages) has had twenty, thirty, 
or forty, who did not know each others language. 
Think they are bred inland for flaves, becaufe fome 
of them do not feem fufficienriy robuft and fpirited 
for warriors. Slaves are not bred for fale on the Gold 
Coait, but fold for crimes. 

Human facrifices prevail on the Gold Coaft, and 
he believes have prevailed from time immemorial. 
Slaves, he believes, born fo or purchafed, are facri- 
iked on the death of fome great man. They think 
the manes of the dead will be uncomfortable, unlefs 
fome perfons are fent to wait upon him. Believes re- 
fufed flaves are generally facrificcd, but recolledts no 
inftance of it. 

He is certain perfons convkfted of witchcraft, and 
their innocent relations, would be facrificed, were the 
fale of flaves prevented. An old woman accufed of 
witchcraft, or the wife of an accufed man, whom he 
refined, had her head cut off. 

Thinks flaves from inland are both bred flaves and 
convicts. The convict for witchcraft, whofe relations 
he bought, had his head cut off; his father, mother, 
two wives, and three children, were fold to him on 
condition they fhould never return to that country. 


Witnefs examined .—JOHN FOUNTAIN, Efq. 


Has refided at Cape Ccaft Caftle, Tantum, and 
Accra, from 1778,'to January 17S9. 

On 
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On his arrival had the command of the Company's 
troops ; after that a faftor for the Company, then fe- 
cond of Accra, afterwards fecond of Tantum, and 
laftly Governor of Tantum. 

Did not go into the country farther than in paffing 
from one fort to another. 

Is of opinion that the natives become flaves from 
three caufcs, principally convidts, others from gam¬ 
ing, witchcraft, aifo debt. 

Witchcraft generally involves the whole family. 

The people are very fuperftitious,a belief in witch¬ 
craft is general, but thinks that by it is often meant 
poifon. Is not concerned at prefent with the African 
trade. While rcfidenr there acquired fome know¬ 
ledge of their government; thinks if wars had been 
frequent he mult have heard of them *, very few flaves 
fold off that coaft were prifoners of war. 

Never knew Europeans foment wars among the 
Africans; has known them frequently affift in fet¬ 
tling difputes. Never knew villages pillaged for 
making Haves, which he confiders as impracticable 
by the whites. 

Never heard of kidnapping by Europeans, nor con¬ 
ceives that fuch a practice ever exifted, if it did it 
could not be concealed; and any European experi¬ 
encing a lofs of trade in confequence would complain 
to the Governor and Council on the Coaft, as well as 
to perfons in England. 

When a Have is brought down for fale the owner 
applies to a broker, who conducts him to a European 
trader; fhould he difagree, they are at liberty to carry 
him away and offer him to another*. 

There 



[ 2 5 ] 

There are always fbme free natives* ufually called 
gold-takers* on board the fhip while the trade is car~ 
lying on. 

Says if a Have had been kidnapped he would have 
had an opportunity of making his complaint; and 
being himfelf a Member of the Council, had any 
fuch practice prevailed* he mud have heard of it. 

Never heard of kidnapping by the natives, though 
it poffibly may have exided ; apprehends it would be 
punifhed* is fure it would upon the Gold Coaft. 

The natives poffefs a great number of flaves, which 
are confidered by them as a common medium of traffic. 
Slaves purchafed by the natives may be fold again at 
their pleafure ; but fuch as have fallen into them by 
inheritance cannot be fold but by the general confent of 
the other domeftics* unlefs convidted of crimes. The 
puniflmient of a free African convidted of a crime de¬ 
pends upon the offence committed. A man's flave ■ * 
may befeized and fold to make good the fine he has 
incurred* or debts he may have contradted; but a 
long procefs is neceffary before he can be deprived of 
his hereditary flaves. A creditor often prefers feizing 
one of the family* 

A man condemned to flavery* may* in mod cafes, 
redeem himfelf by fubftituting another, but there are 
exceptions; if a mail ftiould think himfelf bewitched, 
and can fix upon the guilty perfon, he will then fell 
him under the redridtion that he ihall not be re¬ 
deemed. 

He knew a late inftance in which (Awifhee ) a man 
of confiderable note* and one of the bed traders at 
Tantum* was faid to be bewitched, and a day or two 
s after 
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after died. The perfon accufed (himfelf a pynim:) 
with his.family, had a formal trial; the refult was, 
the old pynim was fold, and the family driven out of 
the town. Another inftance occurred while he com¬ 
manded" at Tantum; the Cabofheer, a king, was 
taken ill in the morning, reported to be bewitched, 
but died before fix in the evening. The deceafed 
not being a man of any connexion, no inquiry was 
made ; the matter fell to the ground. Has been in¬ 
formed that. Haves accufed of witchcraft are tried by 
their own family in conjunction with the hereditary 
Haves. Freemen by the pynims as above deferibed. 

In cafes where Haves have been often convicted of 
ill behaviour, the purchafers are often reftrained from 
redeeming and keeping them in the country. 

A man of confequence convicted of adultery not 
only forfeits his own liberty, but may have many of 
his Haves alfo feized ; but Hiould the crime be com¬ 
mitted by a great man’s Have with one of his‘mailer’s 
wives, he apprehends he would be put to death. 

Human facrifices are praCiifed in that country. 
Had been informed at Apollonia by the Governor, 
who was arefpeCtable man, that he had feeh perfons 
feized by furprife in the market place by a rope 
thrown over their heads, and thus dragged to fame 
diftance and executed in various ways. Thus at the 
death of old Baw and Ammoneer, the two Cabofheers, 
he believes near 300 had been put to death. 

Remembers at Cape Coafl, upon the death of 
Quamina, the Governor fent to the family threaten¬ 
ing to fire upon the houfe, Hiould they attempt to ia- 
crifice any perfon; but notwithflanding their promile 

to 
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to the contrary, a boy and girl were knocked on the 
head, one of which was buried under, the other above, 
his coffin. 

The Governor alluded to above was Dickfon, now 
dead; but believes many in Europe and in Africa 
know the circumftances to be as related. Believes 
that from the reprefentations of the whites the prac¬ 
tice does not now prevail fo much upon the coaft as 
formerly; but inland, it is reported, (till to exift in a 
great degree. Concludes that flaves not faleable are 
put to death, from an inftance of an old woman at 
Cape Coaft Caftie, who, on being refufed to be 
bought, to fave her maintenance was murdered. 

Is of opinion that the purchafe of flaves by Euro¬ 
peans preferves their lives, and adds to their eafe and 
comfort. Has for two or three months together had 
60 or 70 in the fort at once, who have appeared in¬ 
finitely happier and healthier than when firft pur- 
chafed, nor did he ever lofe one by mortality. 

The Dutch, Danes, Portuguefe, French, and Ame¬ 
ricans, traded on the coaft while he was there. 

The trade of the laft has much increafed of late; 
that from America is chiefly carried on from Bofton 
and Salem. 

The French have taken pofleffion of a fpot adja¬ 
cent to Anamaboe; and though from the unhealthy 
fituation they have loft many people, they ftill per- 
ievere; fent many more fliips than they did. 

Trade for flaves is carried on to the eaftward of the 
Gold Coaft, from Whidah all along to Old and New 
Calabar. 

Does not know that the Englifh fliips have been in 
£ 2 the 
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the practice of leaving the Coaft fecretly in the night; 
the general cuftom is to loofe the fore-top fail, hoift 
the enfign, and fire a gun, often for three, four, or five 
weeks, as a fignal for failing, that fuch as have ac¬ 
counts to fettle with the captain may come on board. 
The tifual time for getting under way is when the 
land wind fcrves from two in the morning. 

Thinks that wars among the natives would become 
rather more frequent, fliould the Have trade be abo« 
lifhed; bccaufe convi&s being left in the country 
would create or foment difientions among the natives. 
Is fire the abolition would be productive of a fcene of car¬ 
nage all along the Coaft. 

Never obferved any inftance of cruelty exercifecl 
by the Englifh upon flaves bought by them, but much 
humanity and particular attention when lick. 

The natives are induced to make human Sacrifices 
from various motives, that their friencls may, reft 
quiet in their graves, that the deceafcd fliould be pro¬ 
perly attended. Hence they generally facrifice his 
key^bearer or accraw and his head-wench; has be¬ 
sides feen tombs and burial places paved with fkulls 
of perfons thus facrificed. 

< Slaves are frequently redeemed from the fliips, and 
other fubflituted in their room, by their families, if 
their offences have not been great. This mod com¬ 
mon in. the cafe of adultery, if the offence is not 
committed \yith the wife of a great man. 

Natives ofethe. Gold Coaft, freemen or domef- 
tics, no doubt, confider it as a heavy punifhment to 
be fold to the Europeans, efpecially fuch as have 
been refident near the forts, and in the habit of vifit- 

ing 
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mg them; but for thofe brought from the interior 
parts of the country, is certain from their own affer- 
tion, as well as their general appearance, that they 
rejoice in their change of mafters. They are in ge¬ 
neral poor in flelh, great eruptions over all their 
fkins, very fcrophulous, and frequently have bad ul¬ 
cers : bin when fold again to the captains they are 
often fa: and fleek ; fometiines they are brought to 
the forts in a healthier ftate; has feen them low and 
dejected when brought to the fort, and become very 
chearful in half an hour after they were bought; has 
been intreated by feveral to buy them. 

Freemen fold for crimes, no doubt, lament their 
fituation, confider it as a heavy punifhment, but con- 
fcious they have deferved it, feldom complain. 

Never heard of fuch a thing in his life as an Afri¬ 
can trading (hip carrying off free negroes againft their 
inclination. Knew, however, that a man of the name 
of Griffiths did carry off two people intrufted to his 
care from St. Andrews, or fome part to windward, 
whom he never brought back. ' He reported on his 
return that one or both died of the fmall-pox; with 
which the natives not being fatisfied, put him to 
death . The aft was feverely reprobated by the Go¬ 
vernor, Council, and Refidents, who wrote home 
about it. This is the only iriflance he ever heard of* 

Witnejs examined —JAMES FRASER. 

Has been twenty years in the African Have trade. 
Went out firih as fecond mate, afterwards as chief 
mate, until 1772, when he became commander. 


The 
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The number of ffee men in the country is propor- 
tionably fmall; many find it unfafe to be free, and 
for protection become voluntary vaflals'or Haves to 
fonie great man. 

The families of the perfons fold become the Haves 
of the accufer. 

The fines are paid either in Haves, a common me¬ 
dium of payment in purchafes of large value, or in 
goods, or in the proper money of the country, which 
is a.grafs cloth. 

Debtors unable to pay are liable firft to have their 
Haves feized, then their children, their women next, 
and, laftly, themfelves, if the debt Hill remains unfa- 
tisfied. 

The people are profeffed thieves. 

Every article of cultivation in that country has 
been by the women. 

Europeans trading on the coaft of Angola for 
Haves, have factories on fhore at Melinta, Calenda, 
and Lanngo, to which the people from the interior 
parts bring down Haves; a journey of one, two, 
and fometimes three, months. Thefc they barter for 
goods, and fometimes return with frefli Haves in a 
month or fix weeks. 

Thofe brought for fale to thofe factories are com¬ 
monly of three nations; the Majunbns, fuppofed to 
come from a traCt of land fituated from the equinoc¬ 
tial line to the latitude of three or four degrees fouth; 
the Congees from the kingdom of Congo, fuppofed 
to extend from 5$ to 7 degrees fouth ; the Mandun- 
goes from the interior part of the country, and are a 
long time' in coming down to the Coaft. They 
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arefuppofed to be cannibals; and when the qoeflion 
has been put to'them, if they eat one anothe in their 
country , they owned it , faying it was the fweeteft jlejh 
they knew . Of the Mandungoes few are brought for 
fale. 

As to the Congoes and Majumbas he generally* 
underftood that the black traders bought them in the 
country, and femetimes they were brought down for 
file by the original proprietors. The number from 
thofe two countries are nearly equal; with this differ¬ 
ence, that when a war fubfifts in either country, there 
are feldom any /laves brought from the nation at war. 
Either from the attention of the natives being by that 
means diverted from every other object, or that the 
merchants find it dangerous to travel through the 
country at that time. War is carried on by ambufli 
and furprife rather than by pitched battle in the open 
field. The captives thus made are fold, and he has 
had their friends come and redeem fuch as he had 
bought, fome weeks after. Numbers of /laves are ob¬ 
tained in this way, though but few fold to him; and 
the proportion of fuch fold to Europeans, fmall upon 
the whole compared to what there may be, upon 
fome other parts of the Coaft. 

Thinks the greater part fold at Angola were born 
Haves, becaufe they appear generally chearful and 
contented, and feldom exprefs any refentment again/I 
thofe who fold them. 

Does not know of any /laves obtained by Euro¬ 
peans by force or fraud. He has been applied to by 
lome principal men in the country to affift in feizing 
as a Aavc a perfon who they faid was condemned for 
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{ 3 2 ] 

crimes, and had armed himfelf for defence, but he al¬ 
ways refufed, Believes, (though has not known any) 
that cafes have happened among ;~he natives of kid¬ 
napping each other ; the offender in fuch cafe, if dif- 
covercd, would be feverely punifhed, as well by the 
friends of the perfon ftolen, as by the fovereignty of 
the country- The black traders come to the forts 
attended by feme of the people on the coaft as 
brokers. 

In cafes where the affortment of goods has not 
plcafed them, or where the Haves have been refufed 
by the Europeans, has known them fell a few to the 
people on the coaft at very low prices, and carry the 
red back; hasfeen them fometimes beat, and threaten 
the refufe Klaves, who appeared always anxious to be 
ibid with the reft. 

Ships ufually give long notice of their intention to 
fail : the notice given, is loofing the fore-top fail at 
fim-rifing, and firing a gun. Suppofes this notice is 
underflood, even by the flaves on board, as well as by 
the natives. The flaves appear generally impatient 
to leave the coaft. The hour of failing is indifferently, 
in the day or night, as the wind ferves. 

People will pawn their flaves, children, or other 
relations, to procure goods ; feme of the great men 
will, perhaps, in a fit of paffion, order fome of their 
friends to be fold ; thofe who are obliged to put this 
order in execution will fometimes deliver the perfon 
as a pawn, taking his value in return, putting it thus 
in the power of the matter to redeem the pawn. Cap* 
tains of Ihips are fometimes detained two or three days 
after the} are ready to fail, waiting for the redemp- 

• tion 
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Hon of rhe perfons left with them, which, when the 
friends are unable to do, they will borrow flaves from 
another veffcl that is to remain a longer time upon the 
coaft, and pawn them anew. Has known epidemical 
diftempers conveyed by this means from fhip to fhip, 
to the deftruftion of many flaves. Pawns are always 
confidcred as flaves until redeemed ; and when their 
friends refufe, or are unable to redeem them, they are 
carried off and fold; has fometimes been defired by 
perfons to carry them away, rather than they (hould 
be fhifted from (hip to fhip upon the coaft. 

The greater part of the inhabitants of Bonny are 
flaves. 

Has known no in (lances of white traders pofiefiing 
themfelves of flaves by fraud or force; detection in 
fuch an attempt would be attended^ perhaps, with 
deftruftion ; if nor, with a heavy fine. 

There is generally a weekly fair at Calabar for 
flaves; they fell tlvdr canoe boys, which the people 
of Bonny are nor permitted to do, even though they 
may have been brought from the interior country, as 
they are deemed ufeful to the country in general. 

Many of them appear half ftarved when brought 
down for fale ; iikewife complain of want of provi- 
hons, and other hard treatmenr in their own country; 
but as officers are not permitted to go up the river, 
little can be known of the inland country. 

U'itnefs examined— Mr. FRANKLYN. 

Gilbert Franklyn, Efq., a native of Fngland, 
came to the Weft Indies in 1766, where he princi¬ 
pally redded in Antigua till the latter end of 1787. 

? On 



I 34 ] 

On every plantation of any magnitude there is a 
fick houfe or hofpital, with proper attendance for 
the fick, of whom care is taken ; in proof of this he 
relates that previous to the capture of Tobigo, part 
of the fokiters, from an unhealthy fimation, became 
fickly and ulcerated in their legs* That in confe- 
quence, as frdh-meat provifions were difficult to 
procure, the gentlemen of the ifl-md fubferibed money 
to pur chafe and fupply them, and that fever al tcok the 
foldiers into the negro hofpita!s> zvhere they received the 
fame care and attention as the negroes did-: they found the 
benefit from it they expelled. 

Midwives attend the lying-in women ; medical 
advice and affiftance is given other negroes when Tick. 
Perfons of medical (kill are annually retained to take 
care of the negroes; if they fail in their attendance 
fevcral times in a week, or to attend when lent for, 
thev are dl (charged. 

The negroes in general have very comfortable 
houfes. Manager’s kind behaviour to his negroes, fo 
as to gain their affedions, while he makes them do 
his butinefs, is to him, and he believes to moft people, 
a higher recommendation than his (kill as a planter. 
One of the firil things enquired into is his character 
in that refped : no perfon would employ a manager of 
a cruel character, believing him to be fuch ; fueh 
treatment is fcarceiy poflible to be pradifed in fe- 
crecy. 

He does not believe the poor of any country live 
happier chan the negroes on the plantations in the 
Well Indies; in many cafes they have an evident fu- 
periority ; their labour is flight; good care is taken 
i of 
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of them in ficknefs and in health, and they have no 
occafion to fear the diftrefles of their children from 
inability to labour ; but then they certainly have not 
tbofe means of bettering their conditions which many 
Englifh poor of indufiry and genius avail them- 
felves; perhaps, therefore, a proper companion can¬ 
not be drawn. He thinks their lot in general to be 
envied by the poor of all the countries he has feen. 

A negro, properly fpeaking, confidering the dif- 
tindVion of mafter and iLve, cannot be laid to have 
property. 

Opinion, however, and the conduft of mailers, fe- 
cures them whatever they poftefs in the Weft Indies, 
in a-manner more fecure than, perhaps, in any other 
part of the world. No mafier dares violate their per- 
fonal property without being expofed to dt teftation 
and contempt. Even when the mafier is ruined, and 
the negroes, with his arher eflefts, fold to fatisfy his 
creditors, their property, though very confidcrablc, 
is inviolably preferved to them ; they carry their 
money and goods to the plantation of them who buys 
them. Their plantation ground is not exchanged 
without making them n compenfation for the crop on 
it. When they die they diftribute rh.-ir effefts among 
their relations and friends without control. Negroes 
generally conceal their money, and do not chufe to be 
thought rich. He had himfrlf a negro who bought 
out the freedom of his wife from a lady at Montferrat 
at the price of near Sol., and in her name nofiefied 
two houfes at Tobago; he believes he was worth 6 or 
700I. He afked for his freedom, and on hisalledg- 
*ng that his property might be loft to him in cJe of 
¥ 2 his 
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his wife’s death, obtained it from the witncfs, who had 
before endeavoured to diffuade him from his requeft. 
There is reafon to believe he has fince loft above half 
what he was worth. Many of the negroes are poi- 
feffcd of a great deal of property. 

He cannot tell the amount, but almoft all thefmall 
current money of theiflands is in the pofieflion of the 
negroes. A Have he had at Tobago took with him 
from thence to Grenada about iool. fterbng. He 
gave 20I. of it to a After at Grenada to help to pur- 
chafe her freedom, and fent forty guineas to Tobago 
to buy a negroe. 

He believes it is not common for fiaves themftlves 
to be matters of flaves ; few owners would allow it. 
He knows only the inftance he has named. 

He does not know how a proprietor is to fupply 
his male negroes with wives, if no Africans are to be 
bought. 

He conceives it not improbable that the negroes 
now in the Weft Indies would be very unhappy if 
they underftood that no more new negroes were to be 
brought among them. Thofe under his care, on the 
arrival of a cargo, always folicited more help ; the 
young men particularly defire to have wives bought 
for them. 

An abolition of the trade on the part of Great Bri¬ 
tain would only operate partially, and not prevent 
other nations from carrying it on. The public pro¬ 
clamations and encouragements of France and Spain 
to their fubje&s fufticientiy prove ihur defire to ex¬ 
tend their Have trade. It follows alfo from their open¬ 
ing ports in the Weft Indies and South America tQ 

flaves 



[ 37 ] 

(laves imported in foreign veffds, and particularly 
from the contra&s of the French with Britilli' mer¬ 
chants to fupply their fhips with negroes on the coaft 
of Africa. 


Witnefs examined — Sir ASHTON WARNER BY- 
AM, His Majeftys Attorney General for Grenada 
and its dependencies . 

Lived in Antigua from 1765 to 1770, when he 
went to St. Vincent, bought an eftate, and lived till 
1774, when he went and refided as Solicitor General 
at Grenada till its capture in 1779; lived the reft of 
ine war in St. Vincent, Tobago, and Antigua; from 
1783 till June 17S9 refided as Attorney General in 
Grenada. 

Compared with the pv.n\fi:ments in England cn the 
fame offences , he thinks the at mined jlave laws far from 
fere re. 

Whipping and confinement are the only punifli- 
ments by the mafler or manager which arc confi- 
dered as legal. The quantity of punifhment will 
im.loubtedly vary with the matter's difpofirion; but 
abufe of the mailer’s pov\er was always confi- 
dered pun-.(liable by indi&ment or information. If 
Inch abufe was frequent he never knew it; and con- 
fidcring the nature of the mailer’s power, and the 
variety of perfons who may acquire it, he lias always 
thought abides of it not more frequent than fimilar 
abufsof power in England. (The flavcs comfort, 
in this refpeft, depends as much on his owner’s tem¬ 
per as that of the Engl’ih apprentice dees on his mat- 
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ter’s temper). Thinks the comfort of the appren¬ 
tice and the Have depends on the temper of their 
rcfpedtive mailers, not exactly in the fume propor¬ 
tion. In the few cafes where be has had occafion to 
profecure for fuch abufes in the Court of King's 
Bench, Court and Juries always appeared dejima of 
bringing the offenders to exemplary puniffmients . 

Tn general thinks the Wcft-India laws fufficicnt to 
protect Haves in life and limb, though he has no doubt 
fome may efcnpe who have abufed their power over 
their Haves. When he was Solicitor General, in 1775 
or 1776* a white man was executed for murdering a 
Jlave either his or in his fervice. A motion in arrefi 
of judge ment was made on the ground, that the cul¬ 
prit ought not to fuller death for killing a Have ; and 
a contrary practice having fubfilled in tome of the old 
iflands, the prifoner had counfel, and the point was 
iolemnly argued ; after which the Court decided, he 
thinks unaniiHOufly, that it was no ground for arreft 
of judgement, and femence was palled. Lawyers 
hardly had any doubts about it, and he conducted the 
Court's having it argued as a iendernefs to the pri- 
foncr, and to icmove any fuch doubt. Believes fince 
then no one has doubted that a criminal would fufibr 
for the murder of a Have cxadUy as for that of a free 
peribn. Labour is mod certainly proportioned to the 
age and ftrength of the negroes ; but lie thinks the 
flex makes no ddiereucc in field work. General prac¬ 
tice for invalids, and women ibme months gone with 
child, to be pu r to flight work, as weeding, &e., as 
much for their health as for their work. 

Con- 
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Conjectures that feme works in England muji he 
fcverer than any done by the Jlaves . 

By the late Grenada act, proprietors are obliged to 
allot land to their Haves, and guardians are appointed 
io infpedt each eftate's provifion grounds. 

Negroes have ufually furplus produce, except, per¬ 
haps, a very few idle ones, probably in all gangs. He 
recollects noinftance of a matter’s interfering with the 
property his Have has acquired by felling fuch fur- 
plus. 

Cannot remember particular inftances and fums, 
but from the Sunday clodiing of induftrious fiaves-, 
and their comfortable furniture, has no doubt many 
acquire and fpend yearly at lealt fom lol. to cob 
(lading, which they lay out openly on luxuries and 
comforts. 

Believes King's fhips and merchantmen are chiefly 
fuppiied with vegetables, poultry, &c., by negroes on 
their own account. 

Mas always heard feverity deemed a reproach to a 
manager, and as likely to preclude him from employ¬ 
ment. 


Induftrious flaves are happily fituared, and they ap¬ 
pear perfectly contented. 

He was well informed of a Have who accidentally 
lull half Ins toot, and was lent by his matter to the 
C oalt of Atrica, whence he civile, and found many 
relations ; but the jlave re fifed to ft ay , returned to 
^'erwddy and continued y as a ftave, zvith his mailer. 
Cannot now Ibu all the circumftanccs with accuracy, 
thinks it mult have been before 1779* 

He 1 crunks not to give his opinion that fl.ives in 

general 
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general have fewer wants unfatisfied, enjoy rnor§ 
comforts, and are freer from fear of want than the 
Englifh labourer; and not having thofe ideas which 
would make their ftate intolerable to Britons, do not 
feel the pain people are ape to think from their de¬ 
gradation in focictv* 

IFitnefs examined —ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, 
Efq. 

Lie redded in the Weft Indies from 1754 to 1763.- 
Has firrcc (pent about half his time there. Left the 
Weft I noies June 1788. 

Negroes are fed differently in different iflands. 
The work of field negroes much eafier than the 
common labour here. In Grenada, where efiates are 
lajge, and they have much new ground, they have as 
much land as they can work to maintain themfelves 
and fell the furplus, as it h.«s been nniverfally confi- 
dered the greatefl benefit to a planter that his flaves 
fliould hate plenty; and the more money they got, 
the more attached they were. They have an afternoon 
weekly to work their grounds, and the manager or over- 
feer calls over the lift twice a day to fee who were in 
their grounds, and always on Sunday mornings nine 
o'clock, when the negroes were ordered into their 
grounds, except fuch as had paffpertsto go to market 
or to go to church, or to fee their countrymen, which 
he never knew refilled when there was occafon. The 
managers fometimes, and the overfeers twice weekly 
viewe 1 the negroe gardens, and ahvavs gave an al¬ 
lowance, and often Lnher time, to them whefe gar¬ 
dens 
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dens were negledted, or when there was not fuffici- 
ent food in them. If negroes had not fufficient 
grounds they would rob their neighbours, and might 
revolt; and it is of the greateft confequence that all 
the negroes be properly fed. As fome were not fo at¬ 
tentive to their interefts as others, the Grenada legis¬ 
lature palled a law for infpedting negro grounds in 
1766, and another in 1778, inferred in the Privy 
Council’s report. Negroes may raife poultry and 
hogs, and fell them for the belt price they can get. 
They are forced to labour at their own grounds. 

They raife for their own ufe, or for fale, in Grenada 
and the ceded iflands, plantanes and fig-bananas, caf- 
fadas, yams, &c.; and alfo cabbages, fhallots, &c.; 
pine-apples, water-melons, &c. Every one of thefe 
the negroes have in their ground fet fome time or 
other of the year. Very little labour in planting them, 
and they only require two or three weedings, which 
can be done by the children. Plantanes are very 
fruitful, three or four weedings the only cultivation 
required. The negroes need not work half their al¬ 
lowed time in their gardens, and that only out of 
crop, as the rains fet not in till May or June; before 
which they cannot plant. 

In general the negroes fell provifions, poultry, and 
hogs. A (lave who makes proper ufe of his time, 
may fell produce to the value of from 7I. to 15b 
fterkng yearly. Some induftrious negroes who have 
good land often fell from 30I. to 40I. fterling. Slaves 
with children have a greater proportion of land than 
g Single 
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fingle (laves, and he believes in the ceded iflands half 
the current fpecie is the property of the negroes. 

Negroes are naturally fond of gay drefs, and though 
allowed fufficient working day deaths, they buy fine 
deaths for Sundays. It is very common in Grenada 
and the Ceded Iflands to fee field negroes in white 
dimity jackets and breeches, and fine Holland fhirts; 
and women in muflids, and four or five India muflin 
handkerchiefs on their heads at eight or ten (hillings 
each. He has often feen (laves give feafts to ioo or 
200 other (laves, with every rarity and wines, which 
he could not have given for 6oL ftcrling; and they 
very often borrow their mailers plate and linen to en¬ 
tertain their friends. Thefe feafts are very frequent 
among the (laves. When large hogs are killed by 
the plantation negroes, they are commonly fold to the 
reft in fmall quantities. 

Negroes with families, or fingle ones who wifli for 
houfes, are affifted by their matters to build them; 
they are commonly from twenty-five to thirty feet 
long, from twelve to fifteen broad, the (ides and tops 
covered with wild cane, and thatched with cane tops; 
they are warmer, drier, and efteemed healthier than if 
boarded ; at one end there is a hog-pen, outfide; and 
at the other a hen-rooft. 

Knows no where a greater proportion of able, ex¬ 
perienced, medical men, than in the Weft Indies : 
there are about forty in Grenada, where they are al¬ 
lowed 7s. 6d. currency for each (lave, young and old, 
and paid befides for fraftures and operations, and 20s. 
currency per head for inoculation. Sick (laves are 
immediately fent into the llofpital, where two nurfes 

always 
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always attend to nurfe and give them phyfic. The 
Doftor, if not refident, always vifits them thrice a 
week, and oftener if neceflary; and the owner or 
manager, and chief nurfe, examine all the fick every 
morning. The hofpitals are conveniently divided ; 
there is one on every eftate obliged by law to be pro¬ 
perly kept. Wine and every neceflary is generally 
found for the fick. Believes the plantation hofpitals 
in Grenada are generally as well attended as thole in 
England. If the lea ft fore appears on a negroe’s leg 
he is laid up, as it is difficult to cure fores without 
confinement. 

Negroes are regularly fed in the hofpital; they 
often remain a day or two in the hofpital with only a 
dry fkin. 

In Grenada all Creoles, and mo ft new negroes, are 
Chriftians, being generally chriftcned two or three 
years after their arrival; they often read the fervice 
over their dead ; they often attend the churches, 
Englifh and Catholic; the clergy by law muft chr.ften 
them gratis, and certain times yearly vifit and inftmdt 
them. 

In cafe of the abolition, the flaves, fenfible that part 
of the lands growing into brufh and wood would be 
unhealthy, and their labour would be harder, would 
defpond; buying new negroes makes the flaves happy, 
as eafing them, and affording them wives. 

His reafons for thinking, that if this country abolifh 
the Have trade, the other European nations would 
carry it on and extend it. The French, whofe Weft- 
India colonies are not one half cultivated, have 
granted bounties on flaves, and the flfips carrying 
g 2 them. 
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them. Spain could buy flaves cheaper, were Great 
Britain to abolifli the trade, 

Witnefs examined —JAMES BAILLIE, Efq. 

Refident in the Weft Indies about fixteen years at 
different times. 

Punifhmcnts not Eve re when compared with the 
difcipl'.ne of the army or navy. 

Greateft attention is ufed to prevent the reparation 
of flaves, conceded either by relationflflp or friend- 
(hip. 

Never knew flaves exprefs a defire to return home. 
Slaves in Grenada are generally Chriftians, and in a 
fhte of comfort and happinefs. 

Recollects negro freemen marrying flaves, though 
they know die children of fuch marriage will be born 
flaves. Introduction of new flaves cannot be pre¬ 
vented by any regulation in this country. 

France pays a bounty on the importation of flaves 
into her colonies, amounting nearly to 7I. per head. 
Number of ieamen in the French Well-India trade 
believes is upwards of 50,000. Thinks the number 
imported from Africa to her Weft-India iflands by 
France mud exceed 20,000. 

Spain is giving every pofiible encouragement for 
the purfuit of the trade in her own colonies. Infur- 
ances are now making on Guinea men from Bofton, 
Virginia, and Charleftown South Carolina. A con- 
uderable number of Guineamcn will be fitted out 
from Copenhagen the iniiant the trade is abolifhed in 
^this country. Is of opinion that the grofs value of r he 

'Weft- 
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Weft-India and African trade together exceed feven. 
millions fterling per annum. 

Is of opinion, that if an abolition of the flave trade 
was to take place for a few years only it could not be 
recovered. 

The abolition of the trade would tlirow flaves in 
the Weft Indies into a ftate of difcontent and defpon- 
dencv. Every frefh importation is highly acceptable 
to them. 

Abolition will produce diforder among the white 
inhabitants, and alienate their affections. 

The Daniili government have given every poffible 
encouragement to the introducing 'lie Chriftian reli¬ 
gion among their flavcs ; and if the government was 
to pay more attention to the inftrudtion of flavcs their 
morals might be very much improved, and it might in 
the end prove a greater fecurity to the welfare of 
the Weft-India iflands than people in general are 
aware of 

IFitnefs examined— Mr. JOHN CASTLES.. 

Refuled in Grenada from i *?66 to 1788 (excepting 
one year) as a furgeon till the laft two years. 

Condition of the negroes m ch more comfortable 
dian that of the labouring poor in England. 

Brought two negro flaves to England, who, after 

* In Grenada the flaves found there on its ceflion to us were all 
baptifed, and continue in the practice of the Roman-Catholic reli¬ 
gion; and it has an exceeding good efled upon their morals. In the 
old Englifli iflands, and in St. Vincent and Dominique, negroes 
(hamefully neglected as to religion. 
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flaying about three months, begged to return. Sard 
they did not like this country; it was dull. They 
pined after their dances and other cuftoms. He fent 
them both home, where they remain contented. They 
were exceedingly flruck with the number of beggars 
in the ftreets, and ufed to fay, “ Buccra not good/* 


JVitncfs examined —JOHN GREG, Efq. 

Was in the Weft Indies for about twenty years from 
the year 1764. Was in each of the Ceded Iflands 
two or three times each year; twice in Jamaica, at 
Antigua, Hifpaniola, Martinique,and St. Lucia; but 
tcfided moftly in Dominique. Secretary to the King’s 
commiffion, and auctioneer in difpoiingof the lands in 
the Ceded Iflands. 

Has obferved negroes in all the iflands much hap¬ 
pier in general than the lower clafs of people in Eng¬ 
land. Recollects to have fecn no beggars or deferred 
flavcs. 

Befides common caufes of mortality, negro women 
plunge in rivers when hot; and immediately after la¬ 
bour, and under other improper circumftances, put on 
wetcloaths, which bring on complaints unfavourable 
to propagation. All poffible means have been at¬ 
tempted to counteract the feveral caufes of mortality. 

V/itnefs examined —JAMES TOBIN, Efq. 

Has lived ten or twelve years in the Weft Indies at 
different times, chiefly in Nevis. Has often been in 
St. Kill’s, and occafionally in mod other Englifh and 

fome 
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fome French iflands. Knows the manner of culti¬ 
vating Weft-Indian eftates, and has an eftate in 
Nevis. 

Negroes houfes are built by themfelvcs with the 
matters help, with at lead two rooms, one to deep 
in, the other for common ufe. Many of their houfes 
have three or four rooms, with cook rooms detached. 

The houfes are generally thatched and wattled, and 
many plaflered; but many head negroes, particularly 
in St. Kitt’s, have boarded and ihingled houfes : they 
deep on raifed benches, fpread with matts and 
blankets. 

On all eftates there are regular fick nurfes, and ge¬ 
nerally a furgeon employed by the year. Sick ftaves 
have fago, portable foup, wine, frefli meat, &c. Poul¬ 
try and mutton are often killed to make them broth. 
He knew a convalcfcent Have have fixteen lambs, 
each worth two dollars, killed for his u(e. 

Knows in Nevis that a pecuniary reward is given to 
the mother on rearing her child to be two years old, 
and that freedom from all labour is granted to every 
negro woman who is the mother of fix working chil¬ 
dren. 

From reading and from converfing with men well 
acquainted with Africa, and from occafional conver- 
iaiionswith Africans themfelves, has every reafon to 
think that their lituation is better generally in the Weft 
Indies than it was in their own country ; and it is 
very Angular that there never was an inftance of a ne¬ 
gro, (even an African), who had obtained his free¬ 
dom, ever returning to Africa, or even exprefling a 
^dh to do fo. This has been faid to arife from the 
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connexions they have made in the Weft Indies ; and 
if fo, it proves that they can form connexions there, 
equally if not more agreeable to them than thofe they 
quitted. It is a general mi flake to fuppofe that ne¬ 
groes in the Weft Indies are very anxious to procure 
their freedom; if fo, many of them could buy their 
freedom with the money they fave. Has known freedom 
offered to flaves on the moft moderate terms, and re¬ 
filled, becaufe they fliould lofe their friends and pro- 
teftors. Has little doubt but thofe negroes could 
have bought their freedom at the fum propofed; is 
pofttive in one inftance, as he (the Have) has 1 bought 
his Ton’s freedom, and flaves for hi# Ton’s ufe, him- 
felf (who was a filherman) ftill remaining a Have. 

It is very common for free negroes to many (in 
their fenfe of the word) women flaves, though they 
know that their offspring would be flaves. 

The protection enjoyed by the flaves in thefe two 
Alands (Nevis and Sr. Kitt’s) was that of the laws of 
England. He does not recolleX any colonial laws 
in Nevis interfering with thefe. In St. Kitt’s he be¬ 
lieves there is a law to punilh the maiming of flaves, 
palled in 1783. 

Apprehends it to have been the general opinion 
that the Engiifh law extended to flaves in Nevis and 
Sr. Kin's. Inltmces proceedings in Nevis in the 
cafe ot a fuppoied murder of a negro by two white 
men, carried on, as he apprehends, under the laws 
of England; and another of a white overfeer, fup- 
pofed to have wantonly murdered a negro of the 
eftate he lived on, who was capitally indiXed and 
tried; but the proofs not appearing fatisfaXory, 
4 found 



t 49 ] 

found guilty of macflaughter—fcntenced to a year’s 
imprifonment. 

Suppofes an African cannot lay by a fum to buy 
his freedom. A fnort time after his importation the 
profligate and incorrigible are generally apt to run 
away, to fell their cloaths, and to ncgledt the food al¬ 
lowed them : are often loitering about the towns and 
ftroiling along the bays and fea-fide half naked, and 
apparently half ftarved; and from fuch wretches he 
thinks the ftate of the flaves in the iflands has been 
deferibed and publithed in England, by people who 
have tranfiently vifited them, without knowing the ma¬ 
nagement of eftates, and the treatment of the Haves. 

Three perfons have been tried, convinced, and pu- 
nifhed, for ill treating their own Haves, under the 
common law of England, in St. Kitt’s; and of fuch 
convi&ions authentic tranferipts have been fent home 
for the information of the Houle of Commons. Such 
documents evince how much the police of Nevis and 
St. Kite's has been rnifreprefented by aflertions, that 
in thofe iflands there was no law to interpofe between 
the tyranny of the planters and their ckfencelefs 
flavcs. 

The flaves neither before nor after the furrender of 
Nevis to the French (hewed any difpofition to revolt, 
but quite the contrary. 

In St. Kitt’s, when attacked by the French in 
1782, the flaves eagerly defired arms to defend their 
mailers’ property; and on fomc eftates, where the 
whites were infulted by the French foldiers, the ne¬ 
groes took the mod ample and favage revenge. 


WihUfi 
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mtnefs examined --THOMAS NGRBURY 

KERBY, Efq. 

A native of Antigua; left it in 1762, returned Fe¬ 
bruary 1780; (till ftaid until July 1788; was a 
Member of Aflembly till early in 1784; then re¬ 
ceived a mandamus from home to a feat at the 
Council* 

Remembers a flave giving 200I. for his freedom. 
Alfo knows many who fpend annually from 10L to 

16I. 

Every eftate has an hofpital for the fick, who arc 
attended by a medical man and proper nurfes; flip- 
plied with every requifite, and never lent to work 
without the doctor’s fandtion. A do&or is conftantly 
employed at a certain rate for each flave; attends 
twice a week; is liable to be fent for whenever ne- 
cefiary; paid alfo for fractures, midwifery, vene¬ 
real?, 2c c. 

Thinks the flave enjoys full as many comforts as 
the Englifh labourer, in fome refpedts more, as he is 
lure of being taken care of in ficknefs; and has not 
the anxiety of providing, perhaps, for a wife and 
young family. 

Rccolle&s another flave worth 180L, partly inhe¬ 
rited ; confidcrable part got by his induftry; he 
thinks became he was a valuable tradefman, and had 
conflant employ. He who gave as mentioned 20ch 
for his freedom was a mafon. 

When he fpoke of many flaves fpending from 10L 
to 161. per annum, he alluded to field as well as houfe 
fliives* The lad acquire their property from felling 

their 
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their flock, roots and fruits. Thcfe fell at a moderate 
price, compared with the fame or fimilar articles 
here. 

While he lived in the Weft Indies, he often knew 
the Haves provifions, as well as the mailers, much 
hurt by bad weather and winds; the Haves in that 
cafe have an extra allowance. 

The Have commonly gets his property by felling 
Ins produce ; allowed grain and flock, and from his 
induftry in the time allowed him to reft, has often 
known Haves earn half a crown a day as porters, par¬ 
ticularly Sunday, that being confidercdas entirely his 
own. 

It certainly was generally nnderftood that Haves 
were protected by the common law of England. A 
Have of his had been ill treated by a young man 
without any provocation ; he thought it his duty to 
apply to a magiftrate. The man was bound over; 
but through fome of his friends the matter was made 
up at the particular rcquefl of the Have, to whom he 
made fatisfadory recompence ; but for this hefhould 
certainly have profecuted him to the utmoft. The 
Have was a cooper; and coming home from St. 
John’s the young man very wantonly rode againft 
him; and on the Have’s remonflrating, beat him. 

The Have applied to him diredly. 

The Moravian and Methodift preachers have ap¬ 
plied themfelves very zealoufly and fuccefsfuliy to 
the converfion of the negroes in Antigua; and hav¬ 
ing built proper meeting houfes, all’the Haves are 
encouraged by their mailers to attend. 
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The general effeftba die converts has been a more 
decent behaviour and religious attendance, and molt 
are become Chadians. 

Before the Moravians and Methodifts came to the 
ifland the negroes very generally attended all the 
churches, and they confidered themfelves as influ¬ 
enced to purfue the dodrine they heard ; but from 
their having had greater attention paid them by the 
Methodifts and Moravians, he thinks they are much 
more enlightened than they were. 

Witnefs examined —Doctor SAMUEL A THILL. 

Was bom in Antigua. Firft left it in 1764;. re¬ 
turned to it in 1779. Was in the Aiiembly five 
years, and appointed Counsellor in 1786. 

Pra&ifed phyfic there, and attended from 8 to 
9000 negro flaves ; are often long lived in Antigua; 
never knew a Have abandoned by his owner, becaufe 
unfit for labour from asre or difeafe. » 

An able field Have watches canes, &c. An old 
flave fometimes lives in the negro grounds and plan¬ 
tain walks to guard them ; in that cafe his hut is 
made much more durable and comfortable than the 
common watch-houfes. 

SLve have the entire power of what they get by 
their mciuflry ; never heard of an owner interfering 
in any deg? ee with the property of a flave fo ac¬ 
quired. 

From the obfervations he has made of the labour, 
treatment, and gci w a] ft ate of the flaves in Antigua, 
he icruplcs not to declare, that he thinks the ncgio 

arid 
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and his family happier, and much ft*eer from care and 
mifery, than the peafantry in many parts of this 
country. 

formerly, he believes, the Haves thought little of 
religion, and few were chriftians ; many now attend 
churches and meetings, and mod are baptifed from 
the fettling of Moravian and Mcthodift teachers in 
the ifland; the former have two good chapels, are 
attentive to their duty, and lead exemplary lives. 
Has heard the Haves inftrudted at Mcthodift meetings 
to be attentive and obedient to their matters, with 
other good advice : never knew the regular clergy 
pay any particular attention to them. 

Wltnefs examined—JOHN WEDDERBURN, Efq. 

Is a native of Great Britain; has lived between 
twenty-fix and twenty feven years in Jamaica; left 
it the beginning of laft May ; was a planter, and 
had property there; had care of feveral plantations of 
full 5000 negroes. 

Thinks they are treated with humanity; are in ge¬ 
neral in a happy ttate ; are attended when fick by % 
dodor, who preferibes every medicine proper for 
them ; have proper nurfes; often provifioits of the 
beft fort from owners or overfeers table. They have 
often alio wine, and whatever other necefiary the doc¬ 
tor thinks proper. Has known, in dangerous cafes, 
the medicines given by whites, who often lofe their 
nights’ rvil by it. Negroes, by age or infirmities, 
incapable of labour, moflly live in a comfortable ne¬ 
gro houfe; have every allowance; and attendance as 



if fill! of the greateft value ; are ftill fed and clothed; 
never knew one fuch difcarded by his mafter. 

The Africans have a remarkable faying in their 
difputes, to feew that the flronger can take no ad¬ 
vantage of them : u This no for we country, this for 
4C Bucera country, Buccra country every body have 
€C right:” i. e. in their own country, the flronger 
often ufe the weaker as they pleafe, whether juilly 
or not. 

The negroes have lands to cultivate for their folc 
benefit; raife much more provifions than they ufe, 
and fell poultry, hogs, and various kinds of fruit, 
and have the profits. Many might be rich ; num¬ 
bers fpend their money in fine clothes, and fait meat 
from England ; others buy cows and heifers. Has 
known, on different eflates,- from ten to forty taken 
care of prornifcuonfly with their mailer’s, who take 
no part : they fell them when they will; he has 
bought from different negroes voung fleers, and paid 
them from id. to 13b per head. 

He has known different negroes wife to buy their 
freedom, themfelves and a few friends poffeffed of 
money fufficient. Recoiledls an eftate where there 
were 300 Haves ; the owner in eafy circumflances, 
before the hurricane of 1780; by that calamity, 
other dorms, and perhaps fome little imprudence, 
became embarrafied : a writ wasiffued, the Marfhal 
came to the eflate to fecure him, and left it difap- 
pointed. In the evening, a few of the chief negroes 
came to their mafter, told him what they had heard, 
and brought him between two and three hundred 
pounds; he refilled it with thanks. 
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Thinks an African’s conftitution perfectly well 
adapted to bear heat; never knew a flave in health 
complain of it. Pleurifies are often got by being 
out at nights; the hcalthieft and ftouteft field flave s 
are more fubject to them than others ; has known 
many very fine valuable ones die of them. The 
owner generally prevents thefe nodturnal rambles as 
much as poffible. 

Never knew but one free negro defire to return to 
Africa; he went to fee his friends, and returned 
again : as far as he can recoiled:, he was a Gold 
Coaft flave. 

If an a£t of Parliament, for aboliftiing the flave 
trade, Ihould only transfer that benefit to other na¬ 
tions, the Africans would not be benefited, nor the 
caufe of humanity advanced, as far as he is capable 
of judging. 

Is convinced the flaves there would fuffer exceed¬ 
ingly, as their labour would be naturally increafed ; 
thinks it would tend to depopulate Jamaica, lefi.cn 
its cultivation, and prevent its improvement,— 
Thinks it would not be attended with fatisfudtion to 
the planters, and other whites there ; is confident it 
Wuuld produce alarming difeontents. 


V/i t fiefs 
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nnixfi «*»iW-GEC>RGE H1BBERT, El* 

a Merchant in London . 

The Infpeclof General of Imports ant! Exports, 
has Hared to rhe Privy Council the imports from the 
Weil Indies to Great Britain, in 1787, at 

£. s. d> 

4 » 945 » 3 8 7 J 9 15 


And from the 



Weft Indies, 



in 17S7, was 



.exported to £. 

j. 

l 

Ireland, value 127,585 

4 

5 

The U.S. of A- 



m erica - - 196,460 

8 

0 

Biitiih Colonies 



in America 100,506 

O 

10 

Foreign Weft In¬ 



dies - - 18,245 

n 

6 

Africa - - - 868 

*5 

0 


■- 443/^6 17 9 

Grand total - - 5,389,054 17 7 

The Infpedlor General ftates thefe to be mercan¬ 
tile values, formed on the prices current publifhcd 
at Lloyd's. 

This trade employed 1,815 veflels, 242,721 tons, 
and 21,114 fenmen. That the exports from Great 
Britain to the Weft Indies in 1787, in Brltlfh goods, 
&c. amounted to 1,638,703!. 13s. id.5 and from 

Ire- 
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Ireland, befides what is ihipped in veflels cleared out 
from Great Britain, 2o,i6oL 
The witnefs believes the annual average of flaves 
imported and retained in the Britifh Weft Indies, 
may be 15,657, amounting, at 35I. per head, to 
547,995b The Infpe€tor General has aifo ftated the 
quantities, and Cuftom Hcufe values of imports from 
the Weft Indies to Great Britain only in 1788, whence 
he has, with all the care and exadtnefs he could, 
eftimated their grofs mercantile value, (taking the 
opinion of experienced brokers) on the average prices 
of that year, and which, on a very moderate com* 
putation, amounts to 6,800,000!., of which he finds 
that the Cuftoms and Excife receiyed about £. 

1,800,000 

Ship-owners, for home freight - 560,000 

Britifli merchants, and brokers for com- 
miffions 232,000 

Wharfingers, including primage or 

freight, about - • 95,000 

Under-writers, for infuran-ce - 150,000 


The whole of which is 2.837,000 
The reft, being fomething lefs than 4 millions, is 
the net proceeds pafled to the credit of the planters 
by the Britifh merchant, but from which muft be 
farther deducted the value of Britifh goods exported 
to the Plantations, with freight, infurancc, com- 
miffion, and port charges thereon ; alio the fum paid 
the Airicans annually for flaves; and when to this 
12 «dded the imerett of the debt due fro m the Colo- 
l 
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nies to Great Britain, there can be no doubt that 
the whole 6,8oc,oook refted in Great Britain, 

Witnejs examined—k&vsxnA SHULDHAM. 

Lord Shuldbam (Admiral) has observed the be- 
hav’our of mafters to rlieir negro flaves, in the iflands 
win e he has commanded, to have been mild, gentle, 
ana indulgent, equal to that generally fhc-wn by 
mailers ‘o 5 heir feivanrs in this kingdom. The 
flaves v;e?e decently clothed, and properly for the 
climate, and feemed perfectly fatisfied with their 
vidlu's and lodmne. 

o o 

He never heard them make any complaint; they 
are in *J1 refpeCb perfectly fatisfied; fo that when 
a mkUh»pman, he envied their condition* and often 
vvifhed to be in the fame fituaticn. 


PFitnefs examined —Admiral BARRINGTON. 

Admiral Barrington has obferved, that the mailers, 
in the iflands where he has commanded, have al¬ 
ways behaved to their flaves with the greaseft hu¬ 
manity, and more labour did not teem to be requir¬ 
ed of them than they could properly bear. They 
are in general perfeftly fatisfied with their condition, 
fo much fo, that when being miferable himfelf, (horn 
being lour months Commander in Chief, without 
an opportunity of revenging the infnlts of France) 
he has feen them fo happy, that he wilhed hiwfcli 
a negro; but when he had his full revenge, he se¬ 
ver wilhed himfelf a negro afterward^. 

Thr 
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The Britifh Weft-India trade is, tld doubt, & con- 
fiderable nurfery for feamen t he holds it by all 
means important to keep and encoiirage the flav£ 
trade ; its abolition will tend 1 6 reduce the Weft- 
India trade, and confequently to leffen the number 
of (hips and feamen. 

In the laft war he was three months at Barbados, 
and on fhore every day, where he had continual op¬ 
portunities of obferving the fituationof the negroes, 
and conduft of their matters: he never knew any 
aft of cruelty by the owners on their flaves, nor evef 
faw a punifhment but one, which was that of a ne¬ 
gro woman by her own hufband* 

The flaves in Barbadoes are more comfortably 
lodged, and much cleaner, than the labouring 
people of Ireland ; and in general in the Weft In¬ 
dies, they appeared happier than the labouring poof 
in Ireland and many parts of Great Bril aim 

IVitnefs examined—Mmm\ MARTIN ARBUTH- 
NOT. 

Admiral Arbuthnot having commanded on the-'* 
Weftdndia ftation, has been frequently in plan¬ 
tations both in St. Kitt’s and Jamaica, and nevef 
obferved the leaft cruelty to flaves; has leer, them 
punifned, but neither inhumanly nor wantonly, and 
by no means fo feverdv as a Britifli foldier or failor i 

j 

they are clothed according to the climate, and fed 
with the utmoft eafe, having ground allotted for 
that purpofc, befides other provisions from America, 
»nd scnftanily from England : in point of lodging 
I % and 
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and accommodation, they are better off than the la¬ 
bouring poor in Ireland. No more labour is re 
quired of them than they can properly bear : their 
labour is not equal to that of feamen in a man of 
war, in heaving down or clearing. So far are they 
from a defponding ftate, that they have as joyous 
moments as any of us. 


Wilncfs examined •—Admiral HOTHAM. 

Admiral William Hotham has known the Weft 
Indies from a boy, and never found the condudt of 1 
matters to flaves otherwife than very proper; the 
treatment of flaves was mild and humane; they 
Teemed properly fed, clothed, and lodged : he never 
thought more labour was required of them than 
they could properly bear : they did not appear def¬ 
ponding, but very well fatisfied with their condition, 
and always very chearful* 


JVUnefs examined —Captain ROBERT LAMBERT, 

Has ferved in the Wefl-Indres at different times 
eight or nine years, particularly in Jamaica ; he ferv¬ 
ed fir ft in a King’s fhip, afterwards as Commiffioner 
at Port Royal. He never obferved ill ufuage to the 
flaves, but thought they generally feemed happy, 
and faw nothing to the contrary of their being pro¬ 
perly fed, clothed, and lodged.; it did not appear to 
him that more labour was required of them than they 
could properly bear, always faw them chearful after 
leaving work ; thinks he fees more defponding peo¬ 
ple 
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pie in this country than among the negroes. The 
Britifh Weft-India trade forms a confiderable nurfery 
of feamen in time of war; he never had any other 
means of recruiting his (hips* than from Weft-India- 
men: imagines it highly important to keep up and 
encourage the Weft-India trade. 

The abolition of the flave trade would undoubtedly 
tend to leflen the Weft India trade, and the number 
of iliips and feamen ; were the Have trade aboliftied, 
it would not be poffible to prevent the running of new 
(laves into the iflands. 


IVitneJs examined —Commodore GARDNER* 

Commodore Allan Gardener lerved in the Weft- 
India iflands, and returned from Jamaica Auguft 
1789. No more labour required of the negroes than 
they can properly bear; a labouring man in England 
does twice the work of a negro ; thinks them -nor 
in a dclponding ftate as in this country; there are 
fome conftitutionally of a melancholy turn; from 
their chearfulnefs out of work time, and rcadinefs to 
engage in diverfions, he believes them perfectly fa- 
tisfied with their condition. The Britifh Weft In¬ 
dian trade is a nurfery for feamen, and extremely ad- 
I vantageous for fupplying men in time of war ; it is 
important to keep up and encourage it, fo long as 
die iflands are thought worth keeping; he confiders, 
if the flave trade be abolifhed, there is an end of 
= ? the colonies, as the negroes are the very finews of the 
| punter. 
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tFitnefs examined —Lord MACARTNEY* 

Lord Macartney was upwards of three years in the 
Weft Indies, as Governor of Grenada, the Grena¬ 
dines and Tobago, from 1776 to 1779. Treatment 
of negroes there depends much on the temper of the 
mailer, whofe behaviour is greatly regulated by his 
own intereft, connected with the well being of his 
flave; thinks in general their behaviour h mild and 
humane; has heard of a very few bad examples, but 
not known them; a bad mailer is always much defpif* 
ed by his fellow-planters. 

Slaves in general feem properly fed, clothed, and 
lodged ; intereft of mailer and exertion of flave, are 
fo conneded with thefe things, that great attention is 
always paid to them, thinks no more labour required 
of flaves than they can well bear ; fome parts of cul¬ 
tivation require more labour than others, but thinks 
a labouring man in England works full as much as a 
i^egro. I-Ie believes many flaves, after having been 
fome little time in our iflands, would not go back if 
they could. 

Does not recoiled the laws of the bland give any 
-effectual remedy to a flave againft his Mailer; one 
fad of remedy he knows, viz. a little before his ar¬ 
rival ; a white man was hanged for murdering a black 
woman ; he repeats, that in general he believes flavts 
are not ill ufed, it being contrary to the intereft ot 
their mailer. 

He concaves the flatc of a negro, exc]ufiive of li¬ 
berty, which is a lent invent feltbv every Knn liftnivw 
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and which few negroes feel to the fame extent, to be 
very comfortable ; being in general we 11 fed, well 
clothed, taken care of when fick, and having every 
thing provided for him ; he fears no creditors, which 
on the whole renders his ftate, exclufive of the idea 
of being a flave, perhaps as comfortable a peafant 
in this country. 


IVitnefs examined —Sir JOHN CALLING. 

Sir John Calling Bart, refided as foidier and Gover¬ 
nor in Jamaica, off and on, from the faking of the 
Havannah till 1781. Great attention is paid by maf- 
ters to flaves; the wotft mafter is the freed negro. 
Treatment of flaves is in general mild and humane, 
particularly of the field negroes; they are well fed, 
and though fometimes unfavourable feafons make a 
fcarcity, the planters, from humanity, as well as in- 
tereli, feck proviflons for them at any ex'pc nee; their 
clothing and lodging are well adapted to t w climate. 
The general work of negroes is norto be cal led labour, 
according to the acceptation of the word here ; a well- 
regulated plantation is not an unpleafant objedt to the 
eye and mind; great«ittention is paid themin fickncis; 
and in old age they are put to flight work; a defpond- 
ingnegpois generally a being that, from refrudlorinefs 
or difinclination, does not chu-e to work; among luch 
numbers, there mud be many of an ungovernable 
temper as among us; in the military line the difgull- 
ing punifhments are generally divided among 20 or 
30, in a regiment from 500 to 700 men; a well- 
minded negro looks tonvard to fometuing better than 
.x his 


A " y 



[ 64 3 

his prefent ftate; that they are in general fatisfied, 
may appear from their not having been incited tode- 
fola- ion and murder long before this period, by the 
public conduct of this country, which has doubtlefs 
been exaggerated to them through divers channels. 

Witntfs examined —Sir RALPH PAYNE, K. B. 

Sir Ralph Payne, very early in life, vifited the 
Weft Indies, twice, to fee his friends and the pro¬ 
perty he was afterwards to poffefs. In the latter end 
of iy 71, (which was a few years after) he return¬ 
ed thither as Governor General of the Leeward 
Jflands; continued there almoft four years, until 
June 1775, and occafionally vifited the principal iflands 
under his government. 

The management of Haves, in the ifland he go- 
verned, feemed wife and humane; they moft un~ 
queftionably appeared in general properly fed, cloth¬ 
ed, and lodged ; more labour never feemed required 
of them than they could properly bear; he trufts he 
may ever, without being contradi&ed, there is no 
Have (ot lead he never faw one) whofe labour is by 
any means comparable to that of a day-labourer in 
England; this opinion may be fupported by flaves 
having better health and fpiriis in crop time than in 
any other, and being heft pleafed with the labour at¬ 
tending it, though the fevereft they have. 

General appearance of negroes does not indicate 
defponunev', noi does he believe they are more dif- 
fatisfvd ^ irh th( ir ftate than the bulk of mankind, 
in i:k a leipedtivc ftations : it is very common for 

them 
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them to perform their labour finging, and with an 
appearance of gaiety ; their neceffities are fupplied, 
and their fituation has every appearance of com¬ 
fort. 

When vifiting the iflands as Governor, no aft of 
cruelty from mailers to ilaves came to his know¬ 
ledge or hearing; the interell of the matter is ge¬ 
nerally thought to be, and certainly is, a fecurity 
for the good ufage of the Have. 

From his knowledge of the Judges and Magif- 
trates, he is confident ilaves and white perfons would 
meet with equal redrefs for any cruelty fuilained by 
them; this, he fears, is much more doubted in 
England than in the colonics : he never heard a,, 
doubt exprciled by any rcafonablc man, but that a 
matter would be equally tried for his life for the 
murder of a flave, as for that of a white man. 

He cannot fay whether, on his eftates, lyingdn 
women were delivered in their own huts, or in rooms 
for the purpofe : there are hofpitals on both of them, 
as well as, he believes, on every other eftate in the 
iflands, which he believes are attended with all pof- 
fible care. A phyfician conftantly attended on his, 
and he believes on all others, twice or thrice a week, 
who, befides his regular ttipend, was, he believes, 
paid extraordinarily for cafes of midwifery, inocu¬ 
lations, and on all extraordinary occafions. 

The field negroes have certainly more or lefs pro¬ 
perty of their own : as to their induftry, that is 
matter of opinion, but thole who are induftrious are 
Hire to be comfortable. 
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Witnejs examined —Sir ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, 

Sir Archibald Campbell refided three years, in the 
war before laft, in the French iflands of Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, and Dominique, after the conqueft of 
thofe iflands, in a military capacity : he refided alio 
in Jamaica five years during the laft war \ two of 
thefe he was Governor, 

The conduit of matters towards their flaves feem- 
ed mild, and marked with great kindnels. Slaves 
appeared properly fed, clothed, and lodged : he 
had no opportunity of afeertaining whether more la¬ 
bour was required of them than they could properly 
perform ; but nnderftands it to be the matter’s in* 
tereft not to give them more than they can bear. 

They appeared comfortable and fatisfied with theijf 
fhite : heard no complaints to the contrary : cannot 
compare their condition with that of the labouring 
poor of England, not being able to judge of the la* 
bour here. 

Advertifements for runaway flaves often deferibe 
the negroes by marks of brands, but thefe he under- 
flood to be marks of their own country ; and his 
reafon for thinking fo is, that all new negroes im¬ 
ported while he was in Jamaica, had their particular 
country marks; thefe he does not mean to fay were 
received in the interior country from which they ori¬ 
ginally came, but made in Africa previous to their 
exportation thence; he never law them appear 
frefh; underftood all finch marks to have been made 
in Africa, before they came to the ifl^nd, but where 
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he never heard. Fie underftood that the tribes in 
Africa diftinguilh themfelves by tatooing or impref- 
fing marks on their faces and bodies. 

When the Maroon negroes made their treaty with 
governor Trclawny in 1739, he has heard they 
amounted 3000 men fit for arms; during his govern¬ 
ment he endeavoured to get all the fighting men. in 
their towns to turn out when Jamaica was threatened 
by the French and Spaniards, and was furprifed to 
find they did not amount to 300. 

He never knew Maroons hire themfelves to field 
labour. 

There are great numbers of free negroes in the 
towns and different parifhes of the ifiand; in general 
they are idle and diffipated: does not know, but thinks 
they had matrimonial connections with negro women 
on the plantations. Fie thinks it very probable that 
thefe connexions were formed in order to derive fub- 
liftence from the wives, and to live in idlenefs them- 
iclves. 

He aferibes the decreafe of the Maroon negroes 
cniefly to a free accefs to fpirits: they have women 
among them, and have wives. Another caufe of their 
decreafe he has heard is their cohabitation with the 
women of the neighbouring plantations. Fie under- 
ftands they are daily decreafing, cannot fay in what 
proportion. The decreafe from 3000 men in 1 739 > 
co 300 in 1782, extends only to fighting mem 
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Witiifjs examined —JOHN ORDE, Efq. (now sl 
Baronet.) 

John Ordc, Efq. (Sir J. Ordc) had been at Ja¬ 
maica three years as midihipman and lieutenant in 
the navy, and near fix yeais at Dominique as gover¬ 
nor; it is fcvcn months fince his return to England; 
in the iflands where he has been, has obfcrvcd the 
treatment oi Haves in general humane and good; 
their labour, he thinks, not greater than that of a 
common labourer in England ; that of the hedger 
and ditcher he thinks full as great. 

When fick they are well taken care of; many 
efiates have hofpitals for them; fome have medical 
people living on them; and almoft all are attended 
by the faculty once or twice a week, or oftener if 
neccilary; the old people, he believes, are well taken 
care of; he never faw a beggar in the ftreet. 

Thcv appear very well latisfied with their condi¬ 
tion in general; fome he has heard have been offered 
to return to Africa but refilled it; old negroes con- 
fider their fituation as vaftly preferable to the new, 
and go to the beach to fee them imported : to prove 
the attachment of ilaves to their matters, he relates 
that a number of foreign runaways had come oyer, 
that a number of the negroes of Dominique, per¬ 
haps tempted by the French, had left their mafters, 
and that others, perhaps through difeontent, had de¬ 
lated nlfo, that thefc altogether inhabited the woods 
of Dominique, and were armed, and there com¬ 
mitted many ads of violence againfl the inhabitants, 
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fo as to deiermine the Legidature, after an ineffectual 
trial of every lenient method, to endeavour to reduce 
them by force ; flaves from the different etlates were 
on this fervice, and through the whole courfe of it 
manifefied the gieateft zeal and defirc to bring them 
back to their duty. 

JVitnefs examined —DAVID PARRY, Efq. 

David Parry, Efq. refided at Barbadoes near (even 
years as governor of the ifland, and left it July 6th, 
1789. Matters behave to their (laves with every pof- 
fible kindneis and attention. Negroes feem properly 
fed, clothed, and lodged; had it not been lb, he 
would, as it was his bufinefs, have enforced the law 
to that end: not half fo much labour required of 
them as their owners had a right to demand ; the 
common labour of a negro would be play to any 
English peafant; never faw the leatt degree of dc- 
fpondcncy among them; has every reafon to fuppofe 
them perfectly fatisfied, as no complaint ever reached 
his ear. Baniihment is the fevered punifhment to a 
negro at Barbadoes; there is no corporal punifhment 
they would not. prefer ; has known them even hefi- 
rate between banilhment and death. In general he 
thinks their date infinitely more comfortable than 
that of the labouring poor in England, or any other 
parr of the world that he knows; he thinks ir im- 
poffible that the Weft Indies could be cultivated by, 
Europeans without fucli a deftruftion of the human 
race as would harrow up the feelings of the hardeft 
breaft, and would be (to the imaginary diftrcfTcs of 

the 
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the negroes) inhumanity in the extreme. He has 
not die (mallei} doubt that a fupply of negroes from 
Africa is neceffary to die cultivation of fugar eftates, 
particularly if they mean to improve more land; 
the abolition of the Have trade would, in his opinion, 
prove detrimental both to the colonies and the em¬ 
pire at large; it would raife the productions of that 
country beyond the power of the confumers here to 
purchafe, and confeqnently leflen the revenue in 
proportion as the confumption is diminithed, and 
would injure the individual in his property by cn- 
crcafing his private expences; it would occafion the 
immediate declenfion and final ruin of the fugar 
colonies, unlcfs they were at liberty to feek for and 
carry their fugar and other produce to other markets, 
which would be bad policy. 


IFitncfs examined —Lord RODNEY. 


Lord Rodney went flrft to the Weil Indies in 
1761 ; he re Ikied fir ft at Barhadocs, then Martinique, 
Antigua, St. Kite’s, and a imall time at Gtiadaloupe, 
when thofe ifiands belonged to Great Britain; he 
was alfo at Jamaica three years and a half. Matters 
in the feveral ifiands teemed very attentive to their 
Haves; it is their intereft to be fo; lie never faw one 
inftance of cruelty, but many of forbearance on an 
impertinent anfwcr being given to the matters. 
Slaves feemed properly clothed for the climate in all 
the ifiands; in Jamaica feemed better fed than the 
common labouring people here; the other ifiands 
have net grounds to give them fuch food as Jamaica 

can 
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can a fiord; they appeared aho extremely well lodg* 
ed for the climate, and their houfes calculated for it; 
no more labour was required of them than they 
could properly bear; a hundred times he has noticed 
that he thought a labouring man in England did 
more work in one day than any three negroes; he 
has often noticed in the many plantations he has vi- 
fited, that there is an hofpital called the fick houfe, 
with negro women attending as nurfes; there is 
fcarce a plantation without a furgeon; it is their in- 
tereft to be attentive. The negroes appeared to him 
to be in a ftate the reverie of defponding; after the 
day’s work they were generally dancing and making 
merry; thinks it impofiibie' to cultivate We fl * I n d ia 
plantations to any advantage-by Europeans; believes 
the prefent flock in the inlands could not be kept up 
without frcih importations, for he believes breeding is 
encouraged as much as poffibie, for one Creole is in 
value worth two new oner from Guinea. 

Confiders the (hips in the French Weft-India trade, 
as the greateft fource of their power; for the Weft-In¬ 
dia commerce enabled France lad war to difputc 
with Great Britain the empire of the fca; their Weft 
Indiamen are generally much larger than the Britifh, 
and appeared more than doubly manned; thinks the 
Britifti Weft-India trade a confiderable nurlery for 
Teamen, and the Weft-India fleet very advantageous 
in time of war in furnifhing men for the fervice, who 
are feafoned to the Weft India climate; thinks it ex¬ 
tremely important to keep up a trade, which he con- 
fiders one of our principal branches of commerce; 
Without the African trade the Weft Indies, he 

thinks. 
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thinks, could not be fupported; in 1787 the French 
paid 200 livres a-head premium for every Have im¬ 
ported into St. Domingo and St. Lucia, and one hun¬ 
dred for each imported into Martinique and Gauda- 
loupe, betides a premium on Blips that traded from 
the ports of France to the coatl of Guinea, payable 
immediately on their fading at fo much per ton ; the 
abolition of the Have trade would tend to reduce the 
Britifli Weft-India trade, and leifen the number of 
fhips and feamen *, it would tend to increafe the 
French marine in general; if the Britifli (lave trade 
were abolifhed and engrafted by foreign nations, k 
would add to the naval power of France, who has 
already much more than half the Weft-India trade 
in her hands, and diminilh that of Great Britain in 
proportion. 

The property of Haves in the produce of their gar¬ 
dens, their poultry, and pigs, as far as he has ob- 
ferved, is held facred, and never taken from them 
without juft compenfation, and at the market price. 

If it were poflible for a Have to be happy, they 
feemed to be fo; they never knew what liberty was, 
fo far as regards only their food, clothing, lodging, 
and card of them in ficknefs and in health, he thinks 
their lives as happy as thofe of the peafants of this 
country* 

As to feamen in the ftreets of Jamaica dying in 
an ulcerated ftate, falling without pity, without 
friends, without a look, but of contempt from the 
hardened multitude that pafles by, &c., he docs not 
believe any rhing of the fort ever happened in any of 
the inlands; thefe may have been drunken feamen. 

He, 
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He ftates, that in 1747 he faw 180 fail of French 
Weft-India Ihips in one convoy, bound from St, Do¬ 
mingo to France; that we took 40 of them, the va¬ 
lue of which was 500,0001. and refers it to the Com¬ 
mittee to judge how much that commerce muft have 
increafed the laft 40 years. He is convinced that 
France could not have difputed the empire of the 
ocean with us laft war, but for their Weft-India com¬ 
merce. 

The African Have trade certainly fupplies feamen 
to his Majefty’s navy, becaufe, when they come to 
the Weft Indies, we get fome of them: it is not a 
nurfery for feamen, that is certain, but it feafons 
them to a hot climate. 


WEST-lNDrA PVttnefs examined before Sir PETER 
PARKER 

Admiral Sir Peter Parker was captain of a man of 
war on the Leeward Iflartd ftation the war before laft 
about 3 years. He was at the taking of Guadaloupe, 
and occafionally vifited Barbadoes and all the Lee¬ 
ward Iflands, except Nevis. In 1777 he was ap¬ 
pointed Admiral and commander in chief of all the 
king’s (hips at Jamaica, where he arrived February 
*778 where he remained till 1782. The treatment 
of Haves in the feveral iftands was lenient, mild, and 
humane. He never heard even one inftance of feve- 
rity during his ftay there. The ftaves not only 
feemed properly fed, lodged, and clothed, but in a 
^ore comfortable ftate than the lower clafs of people 
in any part of Europe, Great Britain not excepted, 
l No 
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No more labour was required of them than they 
could properly bear. Our peafantry fcarce earn a 
livelihood by labour much harder than thefe are put 
to, and in age and infirmities drag on a miferable life 
on a pitiful allowance of is. 6d. or as. per week, 
from their parifhes; whence the negro, when old 
and infirm, has particular attention paid to make him 
vafy and comfortable ; and if he has acquired money, 
which all induftrious negroes may do, he may live in 
affluence all the reft of his days; he knows that his 
family and friends will be fure of prote&ion and 
good treatment after his deceafe, and that he may be¬ 
queath his property to whom he pleafes; they are 
far from being in a ftate of defpondency, and are ge¬ 
nerally cheaiiul and merry. The manning veflels 
in our dock yards with negroes, to water and ftorethe- 
king’s (hips, he is fatisfiedlms laved the lives of thou- 
lands. The captains under his command had all 
leave to enter a few negroes. The fhips, when ones 
watered, keep up the quantity with their own long 
boats. In proof that negroes arc ncceflliry for this 
fervice, he relates that a frigate, about to fail from 
Port Royal, lent her long-boat to Rock fort for wa¬ 
ter with a midOiipman,cockfwain, and fix Teamen; 
and that on he return, next morning, the midfhip- 
man and fix feamen were taken ill and died. 

He thinks the prefent flock of negroes cannot be 
kept up without frefli importations from Africa; ex¬ 
perience proves it otherwife. 

He confiders the fhips in the French Weft-India 
trade as a principal Tource of their naval power ; their 

ips 
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Blips in general are larger than ours, and carry dou* 
ble the number of men. 

Their Weft-India trade is immenfe, and, in his opi¬ 
nion, two-thirds of their whole commerce; fliould 
they obftrudt their African trade, which he thinks 
they are too wife to do, they would lofe their confe- 
quence among the nations of Europe, and not be able 
to fit out fleets fuffieient to alarm their neighbours. 
He hears, and thinks it probable, they are endeavour¬ 
ing to improve their Weft-India trade, and their 
African as connected with it. 

The Britifh Weft-India trade is a great nurfery for 
fearnen; we ftsould find it difficult to man a great 
fleet without it. There can be no doubt that that 
rrade, and alfo the African, are extremely ferviceable 
in manning King’s (hips in the Weft Indies in time of 
war. He received upwards of 2000 into the fleet 
under his command, and manned feveral fliips that 
he bought for the King from Weft-India merchant¬ 
men and African jfhips ; thofe traders furnifh fearnen 
peculiarly adapted to Weft-India fervice, and more 
able to manage the King’s fliips in that ftation, than 
fearnen ufualiy employed in Europe. It is important 
to the kingdom to keep up Britifh Weft-India trade, 
but moie important to keep up the African. 

The abolition of the African trade would, in his 
opinion, caufe a general defpondency among the ne¬ 
groes, and gradually decreafe population, and confe- 
quently the produce of our iflands, and muft in time 
deflroy near one half of our commerce, and take from 
Great Britain all pretenfions to the rankflie now holds 
of being the firft maritime power in the world. 

Ill 


L % 
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In the fame ratio that our power decreafes, that of 
the French will increafe. 

He has never feen nor heard of failors dying in 
the ftreets of Jamaica, objedts both of commifera- 
tion and horror, as flared in the report of the Privy 
Council, except in the Committee room. 


The following ExtraEi from Bruce*s Travels is added as 

corroborating fome Bart of the preceding Evidence . 

We are forry in reading this curious anecdote, 
preferved to us in feripture, to find in thole early 
ages of the India trade, that another fpecies of com¬ 
merce was clofely connected with it, which modern 
philanthropy has branded as the difgrace of human 
nature. It is plain from the paflage, the commerce 
of men was then univerfally eftablifhed. Jdfeph 
is bought as readily, and fold as currently immedi¬ 
ately after, as any ox or camel could be at this day. 
Three nations, Javan, Tubal, Mefliech f-, are men¬ 
tioned as having their principal trade at Tyre in the 
felling of men : and as late as St. John’s time this 
is mentioned as a principal part of the trade of Ba¬ 
bylon : not with {landing which no prohibition from 
God, or ccnfure from the Prophets, have ever ftigma- 
tifed it, either as irreligious or immoral; on the con¬ 
trary, it is always fpoken of as favourably as any fpe¬ 
cies of commerce whatever. For this, and many 
other reafons which I could mention, I cannot think 

* Gen. chip, xxxvli. 25, 28. + Ezek. chap, xxvii. 130. 

% Rcr. chap, xvfii. v. 13. 


that 
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that purchafing of Haves is either cruel or unnatural* 
To purchafe any living creature to abufe it after¬ 
wards, is certainly both bafe and criminal, and the 
crime becomes dill of a deeper dye when our fellow 
creatures come to be the fufferers. But although 
this is an abufe which accidentally follows the trade, 
it is no neeeffary part of the trade itfelf; and it is 
againft this abufe the wifdom of the Legiflature 
(hould be dire&ed, not againft the trade itfelf. 

On the eaftern fide of the peninfula of Africa many 
thoufand Haves are fold to Afia, perfe&ly in the fame 
manner as thofeon the weft fide are fent to the Weft 
Indies; but no one that ever I heard as yet opened his 
mouth againft the fale of Africans to the Eaft Indies; 
and yet there is an aggravation in this laft fale of 
Haves that ftiould touch us much more than the other, 
where no fuch additional grievance can be pretended. 
The Haves fold into Afia are moft of them Chrif- 
tians; they are fold to Mahometans, and with their 
liberty they are certainly deprived of their religion 
likewife. But the treatment of the Afiatics being 
much more humane than what the Africans fold to 
the Weft Indies meet with, no clamour hrs yet been 
raifed againft this commerce in Afia, becaufe its only 
bad confequcnce is apoitacy ; a proof to me that reli¬ 
gion has no part in the prefent difpute; or as I have 
faid, it is the abufe which accidentally follows the 
purchafing of Haves, not the trade itfelf that fliould be 
corvfidered as the grievance. 

it is plain from all hiftory that two abominable 
pradices, the one the eating of men, the other of fa- 
crificing them to the devi!, prevailed over alLAfrica. 

The 
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The India trade, as we have feen in very early ages, 
firft eftablifhed the buying and felling of flaves; fince 
that time the eating of men, or the facrificing them, 
has fo greatly decreafed on the eaftern fide of the pe- 
ninfula, that now we fcarcely hear of an inftance of 
either of thefe that can be properly vouched. On 
the weftern part, towards the Atlantic Ocean, where 
the fale of flaves began confiderably later after the dif- 
very of America and the Weft Indies, both of thefe 
horrid practices are, as it were, general; though I am 
told lefs fo to the northward fince that event. 

There is flill alive a man of the name of Matthews, 
who was prefent at one of thofe bloody banquets on 
the weft of Africa to the northward of Senega. It is 
probable that the continuation of the flave trade 
would have aboliflied thefe in time on the weft fide: 
alfo many other reafons could be alledged, did my 
plan permit it. . 


THE END, 



